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GIRLS'  SCHOOLS  IN  TURKEY. 

NUMBER  SIX. 

SCHOOLS  IN  BARDESAG,  SIVAS  AND  TALAS. 

Of  the  girls'  schools  in  Turkey  not  yet  particularly  considered 
in  these  pages,  there  remain  those  at  Bardesag,  Sivas  and  Talas. 
These,  though  full  of  hope  and  promise  for  the  future,  are  of  com- 
paratively recent  establishment,  and  have  not,  as  yet,  attained  the 
results  of  the  older  institutions. 

SCHOOL  IN  BARDESAG. 

Bardesag  is  a  suburb  of  Nicomedia,  a  city  about  fifty-five  miles 
south-east  from  Constantinople,  and  one  of  the  older  mission  sta- 
tions of  the  American  Board.  As  early  as  1846,  a  Christian  tinman 
from  Constantinople  gathered  together  a  class  of  twenty  girls  in  his 
little  shop,  and  taught  them  the  rudiments  of  education  and  Gospel 
truth,  at  the  same  time  industriously  working  at  his  trade.  From 
that  day  to  the  present  there  have  always  been  girls'  schools  in  the 
city,  from  which  promising  pupils  have  gone  from  time  to  time  to 
the  boarding-schools  at  Constantinople,  and,  later,  at  Marsovan. 
The  Nicomedia  station  was  reinforced,,  in  1871,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spaulding  and  Miss  Farnham,  the  latter  going  out  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Woman's  Board.  In  three  months  after  her  arrival 
Miss  Farnham  had  sufficient  command  of  the  language  to  take 
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charge  of  the  school  already  in  existence,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  native  teacher,  and  a  marked  improvement  in  it  was  soon 
manifest. 

Two  years  later  it  was  thought  best  for  the  missionaries  to  re- 
move to  the  more  healthful  situation  of  Bardesag.  Here  a  school 
was  opened  by  Miss  Farnham,  with  sixteen  scholars,  three  of  whom 
were  boarders.  From  the  commencement,  every  pupil  was  required 
to  pay  one  piaster  a  week,  as  tuition  fee,  bringing  it  with  her  every 
Monday  morning.  It  required  some  decision  to  send  home,  because 
they  did  not  bring  the  money,  promising  girls,  whom  the  teacher 
was  extremely  anxious  to  gain  for  Christian  work  among  her 
countrywomen,  with  the  chance  that  they  would  never  return. 
They  almost  invariably  did  come  back,  however,  with  the  money; 
and  the  course  proved  successful  in  the  end,  giving  the  school  a 
higher  value  among  both  parents  and  children. 

The  number  of  scholars  rapidly  increased ;  and  in  1875,  less  than 
two  years  afterward,  there  were  twenty-four  boarders  from  thirteen 
different  localities,  and  thirty-six  day  scholars  from  the  village 
itself.  One-half  the  boarding  pupils  were  self-supporting,  and  all 
furnished  their  own  clothing  and  books.  An  experienced  Bible- 
woman  lived  in  the  school-building,  who  held  a  service  on  the  Sab- 
bath, attended  by  the  pupils  and  their  friends,  and  more  especially 
by  women  and  girls  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Protestant  com- 
munity. 

The  school  now  numbers  twenty-four  boarding  and  fifty  day 
pupils,  and  many  of  its  graduates  are  teachers  in  the  surrounding 
villages ;  while  others  are  doing  a  good  work  as  Bible-women  and 
wives  of  native  pastors. 

SCHOOL  IN  SIVAS. 

The  city  of  Sivas  is  situated  on  the  range  of  mountains  and 
mountain  plains  stretching  from  the  Anti-Taurus,  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  south-east  from  Constantinople.  During  the 
Greek  rule  it  was  quite  celebrated  in  church  history.  The  first 
Gregory  is  said  to  have  been  the  father  of  its  churches,  and  the 
second  Gregory  and  Basil  the  founders  of  many  of  the  monasteries 
in  the  vicinity. 

'•  Books  and  tracts  were  sent  to  Sivas  early  in  the  history  of  mis- 
sionary work  in  Turkey.  In  1845  a  shoemaker,  an  avowed  Protest- 
ant, was  beaten,  chained  and  imprisoned  by  the  priests  at  Sivas; 
in  1849  the  sole  Protestant  there,  a  man  who  found  the  Bible  at 
Erzroom,  demanded  the  "protection  of  Government;  in  1858  Mr. 
Powers,  from  Erzroom,  spent  six  months  with  the  brethren  whom 
this  Protestant  had  gathered  about  him,  and  organized  the  Church 
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of  Sivas.  Since  then  several  missionaries  have  labored  there;  but 
for  different  reasons  their  terms  of  service  have  been  short,  and 
progress  has  been  greatly  hindered  by  repeated  changes." 

Work  among  the  women  was  at  first  confined  to  visiting  at  their 
houses,  teaching  them  to  read  and  holding  meetings  with  them. 
As  houses  were  opened,  one  after  another,  the  labor  soon  proved 
too  arduous  for  the  married  ladies,  and  Mr.  Riggs,  then  missionary 
at  Sivas,  while  on  a  visit  to  Marsovan.  "  captured  Miss  Flavia  Bliss, 
and  earned  her  off  bodily  to  assist  in  the  growing  work."  The 
first  purely  educational  advance  was  the  establishment  of  a  day 
school  in  the  city  taught  by  a  Marsovan  graduate.  On  account  of 
the  growing  desire  for  female  education  in  this  mission,  it  was 
thought  best  to  open  high  schools,  which  should  hold  an  interme- 
diate place  between  the  common  schools  and  seminaries.  Such  a 
school  was  started  in  Sivas,  in  1873,  four  boarders  being  received  a 
year  later.  As  it  is  intended  more  for  a  preparatory  school  for 
Marsovan  Seminary,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  limit  the  number 
of  boarders.  The  first  fruits  of  this  school  have,  within  the  last 
year,  returned  as  teachers  in  Sivas  and  Divrik,  and  are  considered 
most  promising  Christian  girls.  The  present  numbers  are  seven 
boarding  and  fifty  day  pupils. 

Although  the  Sivas  station  has  been  unfortunate,  as  has  been 
said,  yet  it  has  great  possibilities.  Mr.  Perry  writes:  "Its  field 
covers  an  extent  of  territory  more  than  two  hundred  miles  in  diam- 
eter, and  is  occupied,  in  addition  to  numerous  tribes  of  Koords, 
Turks  and  Greeks,  by  large  numbers  of  Armenians.  In  this  terri- 
tory are  many  populous  and  wealthy  villages,  inhabited  by  indus- 
trious farmers,  living  in  well-built  houses.  Years  ago  a  political 
battle  was  fought  in  Sivas,  which  gave  a  large  number  of  people 
in  the  villages  the  name  of  Protestants,  which  they  still  retain. 
These  villages  can  be  counted  by  hundreds,  and  are  entirely  acces- 
sible to  the  Gospel."  The  present  pressing  need  is  for  more 
laborers. 

"  The  shepherd  who  was  feeding  his  sheep  on  the  south  of  Sivas, 
when  the  picture  was  sketched,  has  long  ago  folded  his  flock;  the 
threshers  who  were  driving  their  cattle  over  heaps  of  yellow  grain, 
have  finished  their  harvest  work :  and  the  muffled  women  who 
were  returning  from  the  graves,  have  ceased  to  mourn  for  the  dust 
which  they  that  day  buried:  but  in  Sivas  and  its  sister  villages 
women  always  mourn;  the  harvests  of  the  Lord  are  ungarnered  and 
his  fold  unhoused.  Who  is  ready  to  cross  the  seas  and  climb  the 
mountains  to  join  the  devoted  missionaries  at  Sivas.  in  their  fruit- 
ful, pleading  work  ?" 
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SCHOOL  AT  T AIi AS. 

Talas  is  an  out-station  from  the  city  of  Cesarea,  which  is  situated 
in  the  south-eastern  portion  of  Asia  Minor,  about  four  hundred 
miles  from  Constantinople.  It  is  so  far  from  the  ordinary  routes  of 
travel,  that  it  was  formerly  selected  by  Armenian  ecclesiastics  in 
Constantinople  as  a  good  place  of  banishment  for  objectionable 
Protestants.  Consequently  when  the  missionaries  went  there  in 
1854,  they  found  a  little  praying  band  of  exiles  ready  to  give  them 
a  hearty  welcome.  , 

Talas,  which  would  be  considered  a  city  were  it  not  for  its  close 
proximity  to  Cesarea,  is  one  of  the  better  places  in  a  part  of 
Turkey  in  which  the  towns  are  said  to  resemble  the  fine  old  ba- 
ronial places  on  the  Rhine.  It  is  composed  mostly  of  houses  built 
of  hewn  stone,  with  gardens  on  the  top  of  them ;  which,  with  the 
large  walnut  trees,  that  are  quite  abundant,  render  it  most  pleasant 
to  the  eye.  It  was  occupied  as  a  mission  station  in  1S68:  but 
much  opposition  was  experienced,  especially  from  the  women,  who 
exceeded  the  men  in  profanity,  vulgarity  and  violence.  So  bitter 
was  the  persecution  of  a  poor  shoemaker  by  his  wife  and  her 
friends,  that  he  went  to  the  missionary  for  help,  exclaiming:  "I 
have  a  wild  beast  in  my  house,  and  wild  beasts  are  all  around  me. 
What  can  I  do  ?  " 

As  in  other  parts  of  Turkey,  the  work  among  the  women  was 
begun  in  1868,  by  Mrs.  Bartlett  and  Miss  Closson,  by  house-to-house 
visiting.  This  was  followed  by  day  schools,. gradually  increasing 
in  numbers  and  standard  of  scholarship  till  a  high  school  was 
opened,  in  1ST4.  That  same  year  a  commodious  building  for  a 
chapel  and  school  was  erected  a  few  rods  to  the  right  of  the  mis- 
sionary residence,  as  seen  in  the  picture  (1,  1),  hidden  among  the 
trees.  Soon  after,  the  girls'  school,  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  pupils, 
was  transformed  into  a  mixed  one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  boys 
and  girls,  and  a  boarding-school  for  girls  was  started,  with  nine 
scholars. 

As  some  of  the  results  of  this  work,  we  find,  at  present,  seven 
Bible-women,  finding  more  calls  than  they  can  meet;  six  girls' 
schools,  in  as  many  cities ;  fifty-five  pupils  in  the  schools  at  Talas, 
of  whom  ten  were  teaching,  during  the  winter,  in  nine  different 
places,  conducting  women's  prayer-meetings,  giving  regular  Bible 
instruction,  and  everywhere  exerting  a  direct  and  positive  influ- 
ence for  good. 

The  change  in  the  popular  mind  on  the  subject  of  education  for 
women,  is  said  to  be  very  remarkable.  Formerly,  it  was  only  with 
the  greatest  effort  that  half-a-dozen  girls  could  be  secured  for  the 
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schools;  now,  the  number  of  applications  is  far  in  excess  of  its 
capacity.  The  Divine  blessing  has  seemed  to  attend  it  from  the 
first.  Of  the  fifty-five  pupils  in  1878,  twenty-six  were  received  to 
church-membership,  and  hope  was  cherished  of  others. 

Of  the  girls  in  all  the  schools  in  the  Western  Turkey  Mission, 
the  last  report  says:  "It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  have  among  us 
these  tender,  loving  hearts,  these  sweet  faces,  radiant  with  budding 
thoughts,  or  still  more  radiant  with  the  light  of  a  new-born  Chris- 
tian hope.  It  is  pleasant  to  feel  that  those  who  are  being  molded 
under  the  influence  of  the  lady  missionaries,  are  to  be  the  future 
Christian  teachers  of  this  land,  the  future  mothers  of  well-ordered 
Christian  homes.  We  know  that  their  influence  in  the  quiet  sphere 
of  home,  especially  as  wives  of  preachers,  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. The  record  of  their  labors  as  teachers  and  Bible- 
women  forms  an  important  and  interesting  part  of  the  history  of 
almost  every  station  in  the  mission,  and  their  influence  will  be  felt 
more  and  more  as  a  prime  factor  in  the  evangelization  of  this 
Empire.'' 


How  the  New  Year's  watch-meeting  came  into  fashion  among  our  Dakota 
churches,  I  cannot  tell.  They  have  not  learned  it  of  the  missionaries ;  but, 
having  seen  it  observed  among  white  people,  they  have  adopted  it,  with  some 
peculiar  variations  of  their  own.  These  are  interesting,  as  showing  the  inter- 
mingling of  the  two  currents,  the  old  and  the  new,  in  their  present  life.  The 
account  which  I  will  now  give  is  simply  a  translation  of  an  account  written 
by  one  of  themselves,  which  was  sent  as  a  contribution  to  our  Dakota  paper, 
the  Word  Carrier.  A.  L.  Riggs. 

At  Flandreau,  D.  T.,  this  is  the  way  they  observed  the  coming  in 
of  the  new  year.  The  whole  church  contributed  food,  and  stored 
it 'at  one  of  the  houses,  and  a  cedar-tree  was  set  in  the  church  and 
hung  with  whatever  they  could  find.    Then  this  is  what  they  did: 

1.  First,  when  they  had  gathered  in  the  church,  the  (Indian)  min- 
ister prayed  and  they  sang,  and  then  he  exhorted  them  that  love 
might  abide  among  them  through  the  new  year.  Then  Mr.  All- 
over-red  exhorted,  and  they  sang  and  prayed. 

2.  Then  Good  Thunder  and  Good  House  came  in  dressed,  in  the 
costume  the  Dakotas  formerly  wore,  and  told  the  story  of  their 
eagle  feathers,  how  they  gloried  in  them,  and  how  they  earned 
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them  (by  hunting  the  enemy),  and  how  they  grew  up  ambitious  for 
such  tilings.  They  also  told  about  how  they  used  to  drink  whiskey. 
But  Good  Thunder  told  the  young  men,  "  Though  I  did  these  things 
once,  yet  they  are  bad.    Don't  you  ever  think  of  doing  them." 


3.  The  Northern  Giant  (Santa  Claus)  then  came  in,  and  distrib- 
uted three  barrels  of  apples  and  three  boxes  of  packages.  He  also 
brought  many  what-nots,  and  told  how  he  came  having  seven  elk 
for  pack-animals.  He  said  also:  "I  hear  that  somebody  tells 
stories  about  me,  and  say  that  I  live  on  roasted  wolf  and  artichokes. 
But  I  never  eat  anything  but  candy." 

4.  Then  they  distributed  the  things  which  were  hung  on  the  tree 
to  the  children,  and  made  them  very  glad. 

5.  Then  Mr.  Black  Lightning  stirred  up  the  assembly  in  regard 
to  the  missionary  contribution.  He  also  spoke  of  some  other 
things. 

6.  Then  Mr.  Big  Eagle  spoke  again  about  what  was  for  the 
future  welfare  of  our  people,  and  said  that  attending  meeting  was 
necessary  for  our  civilization. 
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7.  Mr.  Wind-Spear  addressed  the  children,  and  he  told  the 
parents  how  they  ought  to  bring  up  their  children  to  make  them 
wise.  He  said  we  should  give  them  a  great  deal  of  instruction  in 
working  the  soil. 


A  CONVERTED  CHIEF. 


8.  After  he  had  finished  then  others  spoke,  each  according  to 
his  ability,  concerning  their  good  purposes  for  the  new  year,  and 
their  opinions  about  what  would  be  for  good.  They  talked  much 
in  this  way,  until  everything  seemed  new  and  excellent;  and 
although  they  ate  all  night,  when  morning  came  there  was  much 
left.  It  was  a  night  of  great  joy,  and  of  prayer,  and  of  relating 
experience,  and  of  good  resolutions  for  the  new  year.  And,  most 
of  all,  they  spoke  much  of  loving  each  other  all  through  the  year. 

As  they  were  occupied  in  these  ways,  it  seemed  the  gates  of 
heaven  stood  near. 

9.  Then,  when  it  was  daylight,  we  sang  the  hymn  "Marching 
Along."  And  then  the  pastors  and  the  elders  and  the  deacons 
went  around  shaking  hands  with  everyone.  But  during  last  year 
one  of  our  elders  had  died,  and  so  one  of  them  was  missing ;  there- 
fore the  church  was  very  sad. 

10.  Then  Mr.  Appearing  Flute  (the  father  of  the  elder  who  had 
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died)  spoke  thus:  "I  am  very  sad  because  of  the  death  of  my  son; 
but  now  I  have  come  to  a  new  year ;  therefore  if  our  minister  will 
now  shake  hands  for  me  with  my  son,  Joseph  Flute,  I  will  give  him 
a  horse."  And  again  he  spoke,  and  said:  "If  Elder  Black  Light- 
ning will  shake  hands  for  me  with  my  other  son,  Zachary  Flute,  I 
will  give  him  a  suit  of  clothes." 

Then  I  thought  of  the  words  of  the  Holy  Book:  (Matt.  vi.  1,  4) 
Give  not  your  gifts  in  the  sight  of  men;  (Acts  xx.  35)  It  is  blessed 
to  bestow  gifts  in  the  name  of  Jesus;  and  (Mark  ix.  41)  Blessed 
is  he  who  gives  a  cup  of  water. 

My  friend,  I  have  come  to  the  New  Year,  and  I  therefore  shake 
hands  with  you.  J.  P.  Hiljlebs. 

A  TURKISH  HEROINE. 

The  following  is  taken  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Tracy,  of  Marsovan, 
in  which  he  described  a  recent  tour  among  some  of  the  out-stations 
and  villages.  The  whole  account  of  his  journey,  which  is  of  great 
interest,  may  be  found  in  the  Missionary  Herald  for  March :  — 

*  *  *  "From  Herek  we  passed  on  to  the  village  of  Aza.  Baghi, 
twelve  miles  away,  high  on  the  forest-covered  mountains.  One 
preacher  supplied  these  two  places,  spending  the  winter  in  Herek, 
and  the  summer  in  the  salubrious  air  of  the  mountain  village. 
His  wife  is  a  native  of  the  latter  place,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Mar- 
sovan Seminary.  I  want  to  tell  you  about  her  and  hers.  Meditate, 
O  ye  of  Wellesley  and  Mt.  Holyoke!  Her  name  is  Mariftm  —  that  is, 
Mary.  Her  mother  accompanied  us  that  twelve  miles  from  Here'k, 
walking  all  the  way  steadily  and  admirably  up  the  steeps;  scorning 
to  mount  one  of  our  horses,  which  we  repeatedly  urged  her  to  do. 
She,  with  her  mother,  f.  c,  Mariiim's  grandmother,  had  come  on 
foot  the  previous  day  from  Cheosheur  to  Herek,  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles,  over  the  mountains.  Now  I  will  tell  you  about 
Mariiim  herself. 

"  This  gentle  Mary  treated  us  very  nicely  at  her  house,  performing 
some  duties  which  American  hospitality  does  not  require.  When 
we  came,  tired  with  our  journey,  she  brought  warm  water  and 
washed  the  saints'  (?)  feet.  But  when  occasion  requires,  she  has 
muscle  and  nerve  as  well.  A  few  months  since,  half  a  score  of 
mounted  robber  ruffians  invaded  the  log  village,  to  take  revenge  on 
Mariam'B  brothers.  The  latter  garrisoned  the  house,  three  sturdy 
men  with  guns,  ready  for  action ;  but  the  plucky  sister  placed  her- 
self in  the  outer  door-way,  and  told  the  villians  that  they  could  not 
enter  there  unless  they  walked  over  her  body.  They  menaced  her 
with  knives,  but  she  said,  unflinchingly:  'Pierce  my  body,  if  you 
like ;  but  it  will  furnish  you  no  bread  ! ' 
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"  Ashamed  to  fight  with  a  woman,  they  tried  to  get  her  out  of  the 
way;  but  she  wielded  a  bludgeon,  which  they  soon  learned  to 
respect.  One  of  them  tried  to  run  his  horse  over  her ;  but  the 
young  lady  had  an  arm  as  quick  as  her  heart  was  brave:  she 
stepped  aside,  and  her  club,  coming  around  with  a  whirl,  smote  the 
horse  on  the  forehead  with  a  blow  that  sent  him  back  on  his 
haunches.  In  the  squabble  one  of  the  robbers  lost  the  fez  off  his 
head ;  and,  stooping  to  pick  it  up,  the  bludgeon  came  down  on  his 
tough,  but  not  irrefragable,  pate.  A  savage  dog  seized  one  of  the 
scamps  by  the  throat;  the  women  gathered  round  Mariam  with 
clubs,  and  the  robbers  soon  had  to  flee.  They  have  never  visited 
the  village  since. 

"  Ye  fair  and  accomplished  young  women  of  America  I  do  you 
think  Mariam  worthy  to  come  into  your  sisterhood?  You  have 
read  the  last  romance,  and  been  thrilled  by  its  narratives  of  hero- 
ism ;  but  here  is  a  story  strictly  true.  The  beauty  of  it  is,  that 
Mariam  is  not  aware  of  having  done  anything  remarkable.  I  should 
remark  that  this  is  the  very  region  celebrated  as  the  abode  of  the 
Amazons  of  old;  the  same  spirit  seems  to  linger  there  still." 


Nothing  is  more  impossible  to  reproduce  than  the  spirit  of  an 
earnest  meeting;  for  the  bare  record  is  to  the  actual  gathering, 
only  what  the  skeleton  is  to  the  living  body. 

Would,  then,  that  all  the  readers  of  Life  and  Light  could  have 
gone  for  themselves,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  January,  out  of 
the  quiet  of  Ashburton  Place  into  Mt.  Vernon  Church ;  that  they 
each  and  all  could  have  had  front  seats  there,  and  have  taken  the 
inspiration  at  first  hand  ! 

The  pulpit  was  tastefully  decorated  with  vines  and  flowers ;  and 
while  one  gallery  showed,  in  evergreen  letters,  the  Christian's  com- 
mission, "  Go  teach  all  nations,"  the  other  answered  back  with  the 
promise  that  alone  makes  it  possible,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway." 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mrs.  Bowker ; 
and,  after  singing  one  verse  of  the  hymn,  "Come,  Holy  Spirit, 
heavenly  dove,"  the  07th  Psalm  was  read  and  commented  upon,  the 
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president  gratefully  acknowledging  that  the  Lord  has  been  mindful 
of  us  and  blessed  us,  and  expressing  a  full  assurance  that  yet  other 
generations  of  women  shall  say,  "  All  the  people  praise  Thee." 

After  an  anthem  by  a  quartette  of  ladies,  Mrs.  Knight,  of  Poi  ts- 
mouth,  N.  H.,  offered  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read  by  the  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Copp,  the  Annual  Report  was  given  by 
Miss  Child,  showing  remarkable  growth  in  all  departments.  The 
121st  Psalm  was  rendered  by  a  trio  of  ladies:  after  which  Miss 
Emma  Camith  reported  the  total  receipts  of  the  year  as  *74,093.GS. 

After  appointing  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  coming 
year,  the  audience  joined  in  singing,  "To  the  Work,  to  the  Work.'' 

Miss  Mary  Ely,  of  Bitlis,  was  to  have  been  present,  to  address  the 
meeting;  but,  being  detained  by  illness,  Miss  Fanny  Dyer  gave  so 
pleasant  and  graphic  an  account  of  the  two  sisters  of  Bitlis  and 
their  work,  that  the  audience  hardly  knew  whether  to  rejoice  in 
the  absence  that  had  given  them  this  story,  or  to  regret  still  more 
missing  the  personal  presence  of  those  in  whom  they  took  a  deeper 
interest  than  ever  before. 

Mrs.  De  Biemer,  of  Ceylon,  gave  an  interesting  account  of  her 
work  among  the  women  there,  whom  she  described  as  looking  so 
much  like  American  women,  except  for  the  darker  complexion, 
that  it  had  often  been  pleasant  to  her  to  see  likenesses  to  friends 
at  home.  The  prayers  of  these  women  are  remarkable  for  their 
definiteness.  What  they  want  they  pray  for,  and  very  commonly 
mention  individuals  by  name. 

When  Mrs.  De  Bkmer  was  coming  home,  their  prayer  for  her 
was,  "When  Ammal  crosses  the  Bed  Sea,  let  it  divide  for  her  as 
for  Thy  children  of  old."  But  while  some  are  intelligent,  Christian 
sisters,  there  are  others  who,  with  their  tangled  hair,  dirty  faces, 
scanty  clothing  and  filthy  language,  seem  more  like  animals  than 
human  beings.  Very  touching  anecdotes  were  told  of  the  devo- 
tion of  some  of  the  Bible-women,  and  the  persecution  they  had 
borne  for  Christ's  sake. 

After  singing,  the  meeting  adjourned  until  afternoon,  and  a 
bountiful  collation  was  enjoyed  in  the  chapel  below. 

AFTEBXOOX  SESSION. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with  singing  by  Miss  Gould,  fol- 
lowed with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Wm.  Thompson,*  of  Hartford.  The  Com- 
mitttee  on  Nominations  reported  the  names  of  former  officers,  and 
the  old  Board  was  unanimously  elected.  Beports  from  branches 
were  then  given  in  the  order  of  their  organization.  Mrs.  Adams, 
•See  In  Memoriam,page  93. 
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of  the  Philadelphia  Branch,  read  a  letter  of  greeting  from  their 
secretary,  who  spoke  of  progress  in  the  fields  where  they  support 
missionaries,  and  a  healthy  growth  at  home.  Miss  Proctor's  tours 
have  given  her  new  access  into  heathen  homes,  and  Miss  Gouldy's 
work  from  house  to  house,  among  Japanese  women,  is  already 
hearing  fruit. 

In  the  absence  of  the  president  of  the  New  Haven  Branch,  Mrs. 
Adam,  the  secretary,  read  their  report.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  branches,  having  one  hundred  and  eleven  auxiliaries 
and  seventy-seven  mission  circles  within  its  limits.  A  regular 
corps  of  copyists  have  sent  letters  into  the  various  societies,  thus 
giving  a  new  impetus  to  the  work  at  home.  The  receipts  last  year 
amounted  to  $9,344.24. 

Mrs.  Horace  Fairbanks,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  reported  for  the 
branch  in  that  State.  This  branch  has  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
auxiliary  societies  and  seventy  mission  circles  —  an  increase  of 
twenty  organizations  over  the  previous  year.  In  one  county  there 
is  an  auxiliary  in  every  church.  A  second  county  had  reache'd  the 
same  point  in  the  work ;  but  the  formation  of  a  new  church  affords 
an  opportunity  for  another  missionary  society.  Mention  was 
made  of  a  mission  circle  of  little  girls,  formed  in  an  orchard,  and 
called  "Apple-Blossoms." 

The  Bhode  Island  Branch  was  represented  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Wil- 
kinson, of  Providence,  who  reported  but  six  churches  in  the  State 
in  which  there  was  no  organization  connected  with  the  Board. 
During  the  ten  years  of  the  existence  of  the  branch  $17,084.84  have 
been  contributed,  one-fifth  of  it  by  mission  circles. 

No  representative  from  Maine  being  present,  a  report  was  read 
stating  that  there  were  now  sixty-eight  auxiliaries  and  thirty-six 
mission  circles,  whose  special  work  of  the  year  has  been  the  build- 
ing of  the  Umzumbi  Home,  in  South  Africa.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
the  present  year  a  dispensary  will  be  provided  by  this  branch  for 
Miss  Ogden,  medical  missionary  in  Sholapoor,  India. 

Mrs.  Knight,  of  Portsmouth,  gave  a  report  for  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Branch,  showing  an  advance  of  several  hundred  dollars  in 
receipts  and  seven  new  organizations,  making  a  total  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five.  A  special  pledge  of  $5,000  for  the  land  for  the 
Madura  Home  was  more  than  redeemed. 

Mrs.  Clark  reported  for  the  Springfield  Branch.  Four  new  mis- 
sion circles  have  been  added  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of 
fifty-six  organizations;  $2,950  have  been  raised  for  the  work  in 
Japan,  Turkey  and  Micronesia.  Touching  allusion  was  made  to 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Goodrich,  the'  missionary  at  Japan,  and  her 
brief  time  of  service  in  China. 
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Mrs.  Thompson,  president  of  the  Hartford  Branch,  gave  an  inter- 
esting account  of  the  special  work  undertaken  by  the  societies 
within  its  limits.  Miss  Gilman,  of  the  East  Connecticut  Branch, 
reported  the  formation  of  five  new  organizations,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  missionary,  making  a  three-fold  cord  to  bind  them  to 
the  foreign  work. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Bradley,  of  Albany,  reported  a  large  increase  in  the 
New  York  State  Branch,  twenty-eight  auxiliaries  and  nine  mission 
circles  having  been  formed  during  the  year;  making  in  all  seventy- 
two  auxiliaries  and  twenty-two  mission  circles. 

The  Worcester  County  Branch  reported  through  its  secretary, 
Miss  Emily  Wheeler,  eight  new  mission  circles  having  been 
formed,  and  the  older  ones  having  been  unusually  active.  The 
contributions  have  amounted  to  $3,314.13. 

Miss  Shattuck,  of  South  Hadley,  reported  for  the  Hampshire 
County  Branch.  Their  numbers  remain  much  the  same  as  last 
year.  The  receipts  have  been  $2,283,  and  the  money  has  supported 
a  missionary  in  Osaka,  two  village  schools  and  six  pupils. 

After  singing,  a  sketch  of  the  "  Bureau  of  Exchange  "  was  given 
by  its  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Barnes.  She  reported  increasingly 
interesting  letters  from  missionaries,  which  have  been  copied  and 
sent  out  to  branches  and  auxiliaries.  More  than  twelve  hundred 
of  these  letters  have  been  circulated  in  the  various  societies  of  the 
Board.  Many  original  papers,  written  for  various  meetings,  have 
been  sent  to  the  Bureau,  and  circulated  for  the  benefit  of  other 
societies.  The  secretary  has  represented  the  Board  at  the  annual 
meetings  in  quite  a  number  of  branches. 

The  Norfolk  Conference  Branch  was  represented  by  the  record- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  Smith.  She  reported  increasing  work  and  reg- 
ular meetings.  A  missionary  has  gone  out  from  this  branch  to  the 
Dakota  Indians,  giving  a  new  impulse  to  the  society. 

Mrs.  McKay,  of  Wakefield,  reported  a  healthy  growth  in  the  Wo- 
burn  Conference.  They  have  raised  $1,405,  and  support  three  mis- 
sionaries, beside  Bible-readers  and  several  scholarships  in  different 
parts  of  the  foreign  field.  In  five  churches  there  are  no  auxiliaries, 
but  two  new  mission  circles  have  been  formed. 

The  Berkshire  County  branch,  reported  by  Miss  Morley,  of 
Pittsfield,  have  raised  more  than  $1,000,  and  support  one  mission- 
ary, a  Bible-reader  and  five  scholarships.  A  novel  but  most  useful 
feature  of  this  branch  is  the  formation  of  a  missionary  library, 
the  good  effects  of  which  are  already  being  felt. 

Mrs.  Peloubet,  of  Natick,  reported  for  the  South  Middlesex 
Branch,  and  spoke  of  the  benefits  arising  from  enlarging  their  con- 
ference association  into  a  branch.  Over  $1,000  have  been  raised, 
and  $1,200  pledged  for  the  coming  year. 
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The  youngest  branch  of  all,  the  Essex  .  South,  was  reported  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  Fitts,  of  Topsfield.  Though  a  new  body,  they 
already  have  twenty  auxiliaries  and  eleven  mission  circles  and 
$1,160. 

A  hymn,  written  for  the  occasion,  was  sung,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  until  evening. 

A  pleasant  incident  of  the  afternoon  meeting  was  the  exhibition 
of  a  string  of  gold  beads,  given  by  a  dying  old  saint  to  a  mission- 
ary baby,  and  sent  by  the  baby's  mother  to  be  sold  for  Christ's 
work  among  the  heathen.  By  the  liberality  of  two  ladies  present, 
both  "Baby  Ethel"  and  her  mother  were  made  life-members  of 
the  Woman's  Board,  and  the  beads  sent  back  to  the  little  one. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  public  meeting  in  the  evening,  at  which  Rev.  S.  E.  Herrick 
presided,  opened  with  a  Te  Deum,  finely  rendered  by  the  choir  of 
Park  Street  Church.  The  devotional  services  were  conducted  by 
Bev.  E.  E.  Strong,  of  the  Missionary  Herald. 

Mr.  Herrick,  in  the  opening  address,  cordially  welcomed  the 
Woman's  Board;  highly  recommended  its  work,  saying  that  Beth- 
any was  known  in  heaven  not  as  the  "  house  of  oil,"  but  as  the 
"home  of  Mary  and  her  sister  Martha;"  and  he  believed  that 
Boston  would  be  known  above,  not  for  her  Athenian  culture,  her 
commerce,  her  fine  buildings,  but  as  the  home  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions.  He  then  introduced  Rev.  C.  E.  Scott,  of  Van, 
Turkey.  Mr.  Scott  gave  a  history  of  the  work  in  Van  since  the 
first  missions  were  established,  ten  years  ago,  at  which  time  there 
was  scarcely  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  who  could  read  and  write. 
Since  the  missionary  schools  were  started  a  great  change  had  taken 
place;  and  at  the  present  day  nearly  all  the  younger  people  can 
read  and  write.  He  dwelt  upon  woman's  work  for  woman  in  that 
field,  and  bore  testimony  to  the  success  of  the  Misses  Ely,  both  at 
Bitlis  and  Van. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark  said  it  was  a  matter  of  history  that  this  new 
movement  of  woman's  work,  co-operating  with  existing  boards, 
was  started  by  the  Woman's  Board,  in  Boston,  January,  1868.  It 
was  not  good  for  man  or  woman  to  be  alone,  but  to  work  together. 
As  Milton  used  to  say  "  It  was  the  manner  of  God  to  reveal  him- 
self first  to  His  Englishmen,"  so  he  believed  it  was  the  manner  of 
God  to  reveal  himself  first  to  His  Americans,  and,  preeminently,  to 
His  American  women;  and  he  referred  to  the  rare  examples  of 
earnestness,  fidelity  and  wisdom  displayed  by  the  founders  of  this 
society,  some  of  whom  have  gone  up  higher.  He  told  the  English 
women  recently,  in  Lond6n,  of  this  great  work,  and  wished  he 
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could  live  twenty  years  to  see  its  developement.  He  concluded  by 
bestowing  on  woman's  missionary  work  his  heartiest  benediction. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Plumb  confessed  that  ten  years  ago  he  was  opposed 
to  this  work  for  women,  being  blind  to  the  signs  of  the  times;  but 
had  been  convinced,  by  results,  of  its  fitness  and  necessity.  He 
spoke  of  the  revival  of  interest  in  missionary  work  through  its 
instrumentality,  commended  the  faith  and  zeal  of  its  pioneers,  and 
counseled  all  Christian  women  to  enter  this  noble  field  of  action. 

After  prayer,  by  Rev.  E.  K.  Alden,  the  meeting  closed  with  the 
benediction. 

WEDNESDAY  MOKNING. 

The  hour  of  prayer  in  the  chapel  was,  as  usual,  one  of  the 
most  delightful  of  the  meetings,  drawing  all  hearts  nearer  to  each 
other,  as  they  all  drew  nearer  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

On  re-assembling  in  the  church,  the  President  read,  from  Mark  vi, 
the  account  of  the  feeding  of  the  multitudes,  saying  that  the 
Lord,  who  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and  forever,  still  has 
compassion  on  the  multitudes  perishing  for  lack  of  bread. 

After  singing,  prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Mellen,  of  Africa. 

Mrs.  Hovey,  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Baptist  Board, 
brought  greetings  from  that  society — not  as  a  daughter,  but  a 
younger  sister,  who  reads,  with  pride  and  rejoicing,  of  the  suc- 
cesses of  her  elder.  In  presenting  some  facts,  she  said  their  Board 
started  ten  years  ago  with  receipts  of  $13,000,  which  had  increased 
to  $55,000  for  the  last  year.  Their  work  is  principally  in  India; 
and  the  awakening  among  the  Telogoos  there  during  the  past  year 
has  been  almost  unparalleled  in  history.  In  six  weeks,  more  than 
nine  thousand  converts  were  added  to  the  churches.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  Board  of  the  Interior,  expressing  cordial  sympathy. 

Reports  from  conference  associations  connected  with  the  Board 
were  then  given.  Mrs.  Boyd,  of  Amesbury,  representing  the  North 
Essex  Association,  reported  its  field  as  small,  but  quite  fertile  in 
places.  Great  assistance  had  been  given  by  mission  circles.  Special 
mention  was  made  of  the  circle  in  Newburyport,  which  is  a  very 
vigorous  and  active  society. 

The  report  from  Barnstable  Conference  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Dodge,  of  Yarmouth.  She  said  that  the  Association  was  holdin" 
its  own,  notwithstanding  some  discouragements.  Much  encour- 
agement was  received  from  the  last  annual  meeting,  which  was  of 
special  interest. 

Mrs.  Alden,  of  the  Pilgrim  Conference,  reported  successful  meet- 
ings, an  awakening  on  the  subject  of  missions,  and  strong  pledges 
for  the  great  work  that  remains  to  be  done. 
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The  Mendon  Conference  was  represented  by  Mrs.  Johnson,  of 
Walpole,  who  gave  no  statistics,  hut  an  encouraging  general  ac- 
count of  their  work  and  the  formation  of  a  new  mission  circle. 

Mrs.  Pearson,  of  Auburndale,  reported  for  the  Suffolk  West 
Conference.  As  this  conference  embraces  some  of  the  Boston 
churches,  large  numbers  and  contributions  were  given.  Three  new 
auxiliaries  and  four  mission  circles  have  been  formed  during 
the  year.  New  societies  in  Park  Street,  Old  South  and  Central 
Churches  have  taken  scholarships  in  Mrs.  Gulick's  school  in  Spain, 
and  support  a  teacher  in  this  school,  besides  giving  largely  to  Mrs. 
Capron's  work  in  India.  More  than  $3,800  have  been  raised  by 
this  conference,  a  large  portion  of  which  has  come  from  the  chil- 
dren's efforts.  In  the  Central  Church  alone  $367  have  been  raised 
for  a  teacher  in  Spain,  in  addition  to  their  usual  work. 

The  Suffolk  North  Conference  was  represented  by  Miss  Wilder. 
This  organization  is  less  than  a  year  old,  but  a  great  impetus  has 
been  given  to  its  members,  because  a  missionary  has  recently  gone 
from  their  midst.  Miss  Ellen  M.  Stone,  of  the  First  Church, 
Chelsea,,  is  to-day  in  Samokov,  rejoicing  in  the  privilege  of  being 
there.  She  writes:  "I  always  thouyht  missionaries  were  the  hap- 
piest people  in  the  world;  now  I  know  it." 

The  Suffolk  South  Conference  was  represented  by  Mrs.  Frank 
Wood,  of  Dorchester,  who  reported  thirteen  auxiliaries  and  four- 
teen mission  circles.  The  receipts  are  $1,738.87.  Efforts  to  increase 
the  interest  in  the  churches  had  been  successful,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  soon  there  would  be  an  organization  of  the  Board  in  every 
church. 

Mrs.  Cordley,  of  Lawrence,  secretary  of  the  Andover  Conference 
Association,  reported  this  organization  as  the  youngest  in  the 
sisterhood,  being  but  eight  months  old.  There  are  now  nine  aux- 
iliaries and  five  mission  circles  in  the  twenty-four  churches.  Two 
ladies  have  gone  to  the  mission  field  from  this  conference,  which 
has  been  a  stimulus  to  the  Association. 

At  this  point  in  the  meeting  the  president  made  the  announce- 
ment that  a  friend,  whose  name,  for  special  reasons,  is  not  to  be 
made  public  at  present,  has  promised  the  Board  the  sum  of  $25,000, 
to  cover  the  amount  pledged  by  the  society  for  Armenia  College, 
in  Harpoot,  Turkey,  and  to  add  still  further  to  its  endowment. 

After  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  by  Miss  Borden,  of  Fall  Eiver, 
the  doxology  was  sung  by  the  whole  audience,  "  Praise  God  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow." 

Miss  Johnson,  the  principal  of  Bradford  Academy,  followed  with 
an  interesting  address  on  "The  Field  is  the  World."  She  con- 
trasted the  first  era  of  missionary  work  with  the  present  time, 
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.showing  that  from  the  first,  the  Gospel  message  has  been  largely- 
intrusted  to  women.  Christ's  lirst  message  after  His  resurrection 
was  to  a  woman.  It  was  a  woman  who  took  the  learned  Apollos 
and  corrected  his  views  of  the  Christian  religion.  It  was  a  woman 
who  opened  her  house  in  Philippi  to  the  church  in  that  place. 

The  necessity  of  being  definite  in  this  work  was  forcibly  urged. 
Many  come  to  these  annual  feasts  enjoying  the  meetings,  but  go 
away  and  do  nothing.  Let  it  not  be  so  with  those  here  who  have 
been  shown  the  great  need  of  each  member  of  the  church  doing 
what  she  can.  This  is  all  the  Lord  requires.  If  each  did  this,  we 
need  no  longer  to  sing  our  missionary  hymns  in  the  future  tense, 
but  it  would  be, — 

"  Jesus  dors  reign  where'er  the  sun 
Does  his  successive  journeys  run." 

After  singing  one  verse  of  "Oh,  where  are  the  Reapers,"  Mrs. 
S.  B.  Pratt  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Gift  that  is  in  Thee."* 

The  hymn,  "I  gave  My  Life  for  Thee,"  was  beautifully  sung  by 
Mrs.  John  Saxton,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  until  two  in  the 
afternoon. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  by  singing  "  To  the  Work,"  by 
Mrs.  John  Saxton;  after  which  Miss  Lindsay,  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Church,  gave  the 
greetings  of  that  society.  Much  satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the 
kindly  fellowship  of  the  two  Boards,  the  emulation  in  good  works 
and  the  frequent  interchange  of  good  wishes  for  the  past  ten  years; 
and  a  brief  resume  was  given  of  the  work  of  the  Society,  which  now 
has  under  its  care  thirty-one  missionaries,  nine  boarding-schools, 
four  orphanages,  one  hundred  and  forty  day  schools,  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  teachers  and  Bible-women. 

An  address  on  "  How  to  Interest  Young  Ladies  in  Foreign  Mis- 
sions," was  next  given,  by  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cowles,  of  Ipswich.  One  sign 
given  by  the  prophet  Joel  was,  that  old  men  should  dream  dreams, 
the  young  men  see  visions  and  the  young  maidens  prophesy.  The 
key  to  this  sign  was  given,  four  hundred  years  later,  at  Pentecost; 
since  which  time  women  have  prophesied.  Going  back  to  1812, 
Mrs.  Cowles  gave  a  graphic  account  of  the  way  in  which  girls  in 
"  ye  olden  time  "  caught  the  missionary  spirit.  In  a  quiet  village 
less  than  one  hundred  miles  from  Boston,  three  girls  read  the  life 
of  Harriet  Newell,  and  then  solemnly  pledged  God  and  each  other 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  missions,  either  at  home  or 
abroad.  In  those  times  little  money  found  its  way  into  the  purses 
*  Given  in  the  February  number. 
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of  mothers  and  daughters ;  but  they  resolved  to  lay  aside  a  four- 
pence  per  week.  The  sacrifices  required  to  secure  even  this  small 
sum  were  neither  few  nor  small. 

Tears  later  one  of  these  girls,  now  a  gray-haired  woman, — 
[since  translated  to  her  heavenly  home,*]  — was  trying  to  save  ten 
dollars  for  the  Woman's  Board.  The  price  of  a  pair  of  gloves 
was  lacking.  It  was  not  a  question  of  one  or  four  buttons,  of 
kid  or  of  cotton,  but  of  gloves  or  no  gloves,  and  they  were  cheer- 
fully given  up.  It  is  this  spirit  of  sacrifice  that  the  girls  of  to-day 
need.  It  is  not  the  life  of  Harriet  Newell,  but  that  of  the  living 
workers  —  of  the  Ely  sisters,  of  Miss  Parsons  and  Mrs.  Thompson, 
that  will  inspire  the  dear  girls  of  Massachusetts  to  say,  "Here  am 
I;  send  me."  The  young  ladies  to-day  have  willing  hands  and 
ready  feet;  but  the  work  is  done  because  earthly  friends  ask  the 
service,*  and  the  gifts  are  given  to  the  treasury,  and  not  to  the 
Lord.    Let  it  henceforth  be  for  His  sake. 

The  singing  of  a  hymn  was  followed  by  a  paper  on  "  Missionary 
Children,"  by  Miss  Gertrude  Chandler,  daughter  of  Kev.  J.  S. 
Chandler,  of  Pulney,  India.  The  paper  opened  with  a  pleasant 
allusion  to  the  brotherhood  of  missionary  children  all  over  the 
world,  the  bond  of  a  common  experience  bringing  them  near 
together.  The  necessity  of  separation  from  their  parents  for  a 
part  of  their  lives  was  dwelt  upon,  gratitude  expressed  for  the 
kindness  experienced  by  them,  and  an  appeal  made  that  "not  one 
of  these  little  ones  should  be  offended  by  coldness  or  neglect."  Men- 
tion was  made  of  the  various  sons  and  daughters  of  missionaries 
who  were  holding  important  positions  all  over  the  world,  in  pulpits, 
in  colleges  and  seminaries,  in  benevolent  work,  and  especially  on 
mission  ground.  In  some  cases  almost  whole  families  of  children 
have  taken  up  foreign  missionary  work,  there  being  three  mission- 
ary grandchildren  now  in  the  field.  The  paper  closed  with  an 
appeal  to  young  ladies  to  interest  themselves  in  missions. 

At  the  close  of  the  address  a  telegraphic  greeting  was  received 
from  the  Canadian  Board,  announcing  a  contribution  of  $300. 

The  next  speaker  was  Mrs.  De  Riemer,  of  the  Ceylon  Mission, 
who  drew  a  picture  of  her  surroundings  in  her  mission  field,  ask- 
ing the  audience  to  try  to  shut  out  the  cold  air  of  Boston,  and 
imagine  themselves  among  the  spicy  breezes  of  Ceylon ;  to  think 
of  fresh-leaved  cocoanut  trees  and  magnolias  instead  of  bare  trees; 
of  paddy  fields  instead  of  snow  and  slush ;  of  bullock  carts  instead 
of  carriages ;  of  bare  heads  and  bright  scarlet  and  yellow  clothes 
instead  of  the  quiet  clothes  seen  in  city  streets  in  America.  She 
then  gave  particular  description  of  two  scenes  in  Uduville  —  the 
*Died  January  18, 1879. 
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funeral  of  "  Father  Spaulding,"  at  which  a  large  company  of  native 
mourners  was  gathered;  the  other  was  the  jubilee  meeting  at 
Jaffna,  when  great  numbers  of  Christian  women  assembled  to  cel- 
ebrate the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Uduville  Seminary.  In  clos- 
ing, a  strong  tribute  was  paid  to  Miss  Agnew,  the  principal  of  the 
seminary  for  forty  years,  and  an  appeal  was  made  for  a  new  build- 
ing, much  needed  for  the  school. 

The  closing  address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Cora  W.  Tomson,  of  the 
Constantinople  Home.  After  some  account  of  the  removal  from 
the  old  school  building,  so  poor  and  limited  in  its  accommoda- 
tions, to  the  Palace  Beautiful,  overlooking  the  Bosphorus,  she 
spoke  at  some  length  of  their  experiences  during  the  recent  war. 
In  considering  the  vexed  Eastern  question,  one  anxiously  asked 
another,"  Will  the  Home  be  touched?  "  But,  even  with  the  presence 
of  Circassians  in  their  very  midst,  with  their  Y-istling  weapons 
and  capacity  for  robbing,  the  ordinary  school  duties  went  on,  and 
no  harm  resulted  to  the  dwellers  beneath  their  roof. 

Mrs.  Tomson  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  some  of  the 
graduates.  Each  girl  who  goes  forth  from  this  seminary  becomes 
a  center  of  influence  from  which  must  radiate  an  untold  power  for 
good.  Special  mention  w7as  made  of  Efdim,  a  girl  of  unusual 
power,  wdrose  transition  from  the  Armenian  to  the  Christian  faith 
cost  a  severe  struggle.  She  came  to  the  school  with  her  bed  and 
many  household  articles,  hoping  to  graduate ;  but  she  was  removed 
from  here  to  enter  into  Bible  work,  for  which  she  showed  special 
adaptation.  One  day  when  riding  in  a  horse-car,  she  took  out  her 
Bible,  and  in  the  most  composed  fashion  began  to  read  a  passage 
here  and  there  to  the  rough  Circassian  women  around  her.  She 
gained  their  hearts  and  their  attention  even  at  such  a  time  and 
place,  and  through  her  teaching  many  souls  have  been  brought  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  for  the  use  of  the  Church,  the 
service  of  the  singers,  and  the  hospitality  received.  After  prayer, 
by  the  president,  the  meeting  closed  with  the  doxology. 


CORRECTION. 

Ix  connection  with  the  figures  given  on  page  367,  in  our  Decem- 
ber number,  we  wish  to  say,  in  justice  to  our  Philadelphia  Branch, 
that  its  officers,  of  late  years,  have  understood  its  field  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  churches  of  the  New  Jersey  Conference.  In  that  case, 
the  figures  should  be  twenty-five  churches  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Branch,  in  eighteen  of  which  there  are  organizations  of  the 
Board.  In  the  sum  total  given  in  the  article,  there  were  included  a 
large  number  of  Welsh  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  among  which 
the  Branch  hopes  to  do  a  good  work  in  the  future. 


■A 


2Sn  r2Memoviam. 


BY  MRS.  S.  BRAINARD  PRATT. 


"  In  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh,"  often 
with  the  welcome  home  for  his  beloved;  but  the  surprise  can  only 
be  a  sweet  one  to  those  who  love  His  appearing. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  Boston,  Jan.  14,  Mrs.  'William  Thomp- 
son, one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Board,  was  present,  and  led 
the  devotions  of  the  afternoon  session.  Who  that  heard  her 
dreamed  that  in  two  short  weeks  she  would  see  the  King  in  His 
beauty  ?  It  might  have  been  foretold,  perhaps ;  for  when  we  saw 


At  that  meeting,  in  reporting  for  the  Hartford  Branch,  of  which 
she  had  been  President  from  its  formation,  she  seemed  to  have  a 
special  burden  on  her  heart  to  deliver:  it  was  the  relative  claims 
of  home  and  foreign  missions.  There  was  no  conflict,  she  said,  be- 
tween the  two;  and,  while  upholding  warmly  and  enthusiastically 
the  work  in  our  own  country,  she  insisted  that  a  more  intelligent 
knowledge  of  the  foreign  field  was  the  great  thing  needed,  and  that 
our  work  abroad  must  not,  should  not,  ne  left  to  suffer.  It  was  her 
last  public  effort.  On  going  home,  the  dangerous  illness  of  her 
husband  confined  her  to  his  bedside,  where  she  was  so  indefati- 
gable in  ministries,  by  day  and  night,  that  none  realized  that  she 
herself  was  sick,  untd  Sunday,  Jan.  26,  when  she  was  obliged  to 
drop  the  care  of  him,  and  become  in  her  turn  the  object  of  loving  care 
and  anxiety.  Her  disease  —  typhoid  pneumonia  —  made  such  rapid 
progress,  that  in  three  short  clays  all  was  over,  and  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  29,  she  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  It  was  like  translation,  rather 
than  death  —  a  glorious  ending  to  an  honored  life. 

During  her  sickness  one  quoted  a  familiar  passage  to  her,  saying, 
"Those  are  the  words  of  the  Son  of  God."  Opening  her  languid 
eyes,  after  a  moment,  she  replied,  "  They  are  the  words  of  the  Son  of 
Man."  Was  it  that  the  humanity  of  Him  who  bore  our  sicknesses 
was  dearest  to  her  in  her  own  hour  of  mortal  weakness? 

What  Mrs.  Thompson  was  in  home  and  social  life,  those  who 
knew  her  intimately  alone  can  say.  "  There  was  a  motherliness 
about  her,"  said  one;  "  you  felt  vou  could  give  her  your  confidence, 
and  it  would  not  be  misplaced."  "  If  ever  there  was  a  good 
woman,"  said  another,  on  seeing  her  pass,  "  it  is  she." 

It  is  of  work  connected  with  the  Woman's  Board,  however,  that 
we  would  particularly,  speak.  Earnestly  engaged  in  it  from  its 
beginning,  she  was  a  tower  of  strength,  both  in  the  Branch  of  which 
she  was  President,  and  in  the  Board  at  Boston.  She  was  wise  and 
judicious  in  counsel,  true  in  her  friendship,  equal  to  an  emergency, 
and  breathing  so  naturally  the  spirit  of  prayer,  that  she  carried  all 
hearts  with  her  very  near  the  throne.  "  I  could  always  feel,"  said 
one,  "  when  Mrs.  Thompson  led  in  prayer,  that  the  spiritual  plane 
of  a  meeting  was  raised." 

There  was  a  warm-hearted  sincerity  about  her  that  made 
friends  of  all.  Who  that  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  at 
Hartford,  can  forget  her  warm  welcome,  her  large  hospitality,  and 
yet  the  time  she  found,  amid  all  her  cares,  to  do  helpful  things  for 
others?  Helpfulness  was  a  marked  trait  in  her  character.  Where 
she  was  needed  there  she  would  be;  and  never  was  any  service 
asked  at  her  hands  denied,  or  grudgingly  given.  The  ready  answer 
was,  "  Yes,  if  I  am  needed."  The  Master  had  need  of  her.  Can  we 
doubt  with  what  rapt  and  joyful  response  she  answered? 


"  Her  lifted  wing  all  quivering 
With  tokens  from  the  sky, 


Strange  our  dull  thought  did  not  discern 
'Twas  lifted  but  to  fly !  " 
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Receipts  from  December  18  to  December  31,  1878. 
MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Alna. — A  friend, 

Total, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

West  Lebanon.— Aux., 

Total, 

VERMONT, 


$  50 
S  50 

$16  00 
§16  00 


Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Fox,  Treas.  No.  Danville, 
S.  S.  CI.,  prev.  contri.  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Morrill,  §5; 
Rutland,  Aux.,  $5;  Mrs.  Geo. 
A.  Merrill,  prev.  contri.  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Catherine  R.  Red- 
dington,  $39.41 ;  Williams- 
town,  Aux.,  §11 ;  Richmond, 
"Apple  Blossoms,"  .?20;  Jeri- 
cho Centre,  Aux.,  $20;  Bur- 
lington, Aux.,  §15,, prev.  con- 
tri.Mrs.H.M.Druryi  const.self 
L.  M. ;  West  Westminister, 
Aux.,  $3;  Barnet,  Aux.,  $2; 
Bridport,  Aux.,  §2.54;  "Lake- 
side Gleaners,"  $8.66;  Man- 
chester, Aux.,  §24.75;  Ver- 
gennes,  Cong.  S.  S.,  §40;  So. 
Hero,  "Band  of  Helpers," 
$1;  Castleton,  Aux.,  §7;  Lyn- 
donville,  S2.80;  "  Honest 
Workers,"  $2;  Hartford, 
Aux.,  §21;  West  Brattleboro, 
Aux.,  §6.    Expenses,  $10,        223  16 

Lowell. — A  school-teacher,  5  00 


Total, 


§228  16 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Arlington. — A  friend,  $   6  6 

Boston.  —  Miss  Elizabeth  S. 
Fiske,  const,  herself  L.  M., 
$25;  Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  §15,         40  00 

Boston  Highlands.  —Highland 
Ch.  Aux.,  $9;  Walnut  Ave. 
Ch.  Aux.,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Aldrich, 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Mor- 
ey,  S25,  34  00 

Brookline.  —  "Harvard  Help- 
ers," 5  00 

Cambridge.— North  Ave.  Ch., 
§110;  Shepard  Ch.,  §59,  169  00 

Cambridgeport. — Union  Aux.,     35  95 

East  Braintree. — Mrs.  Henry 
J.  Holbrook,  3  00 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch. — Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  So. 
Amherst,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.    Henry  Johnson,  §25; 
Hadlev,  Aux.,  $17.40,  42  40 

Haverhill—  West  Ch.,  4  14 


Lalceville. — A  friend,  prev.  con- 
tri. bv  Aux.  const,  L.  M.  Mrs. 
L  C.  thacher,  15  00 

Medway.— "The  Gleaners,"  1  25 

Plimpton—  Miss  H.  S.  Parker,  1  00 
Wareham.—  Ladies,  const.  L. 

M.  Mrs.  P.  N.  Bodfish,  25  00 

Webster. — First  Cong.  Ch.  and 

Society,  15  00 

Woburn  Con/.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
N.  W.  C.  Holt,  Treas.  Wake- 
field, Aux.,  of  wh.  §5  bv  Mrs. 
Stearns'  S.  S.  CI.,  $10  bv  Mr. 
S.  K.  Hamilton's  S.  S'.  CI., 
$16  bv  Mrs.  Alex.  Poole,  S50; 
Reading,  Aux.,  §30,  80  00 

Wollaston  Heights.  —  "  Little 
Sunbeams,"  §5;  Francis' 
bank,  65  cts.,  5  65 


Total, 

CONNECTICUT. 


$477  04 


Eastern  Conn.  Branch. —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.  Jewett 
City,  Aux.,  $15  00 

New'Haven  Branch. — Miss  Ju- 
lia Twining,  Treas.  Bridge- 
port, $83;  Darien,$60;  "Busy 
Bees,"  $13;  "Wide  Awake 
Club,"  §5;  Haddam,  "Willing 
Workers,"  §5;  Middletown, 
First  Ch.,  fr.  "a  sister,"  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Esther  C. 
Wilcox,  of  Middlefield,  Conn., 
$30;  Milton, §10;  New  Haven 
Center  Ch.,  §1;  Ch.  of  Re- 
deemer, $10 ;  Northf ord,  $29.- 
33;  Salisburv,  §14;  Sherman, 
£14;  Stamford,  §40;  Warren, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Phebe 
Hine,  §30;  Waterbury,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  Young  Ladies'  Mis- 
sion Circle,  §125;  Winsted, 
$57,  526  33 

Xorwich.  —  Lathrop  Memorial 
Soc'y,  40  00 

West  Killingly. —  A  gift  from 
Abby,  1  04 

Windsor  Locks.— A  friend  2  00 


Total, 


$584  37 


NEW  YORK. 

Nassau.— Mrs.  C.  S.  Sherman,    §1  40 


Total, 


$1  40 


Fern.  Dep.  Armenia  College. 
Flushing.— Mrs.  Dr.  Giluian,      $3  00 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Philadelph  ia    Branch.  —  Mrs. 
A.  W.  GoodeU,  Treas.  Hern- 
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don,  Va.,  Aux.,  S5;  ML  Clair, 
Aux.,  $33.67;  Philadelphia, 
"Snowflakes,"  $5;  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Aux.,  §16.25;  Or- 
ange, Aux.,  $11.25;  Jersey 
City,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $74.32,  $145  49 
Milford.— Mrs.  J.  E.  Gamage,       5  00 


Total,  §150  49 

NEBRASKA. 

Nebraska  City.— Aux.,  $3  00 

Total,  S3  00 

General  Funds,  §1,400  96 

Fem.  Dep.  Armenia  College,  3  00 
Life  and  Light,  939  13 

Leaflets,  30 

Total,      $2,403  39 
Jan.  1  to  Jan.  18,  1879. 

MAINE. 

Portland.— A.  E.  Farrington,      §1  00 
Total,  $1  00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New Hampsh  i  re  Bra  nch. —Miss 
Abbie  L'.  Mclntire,  Treas. 
Amherst,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Edward  Aiken,  $25; 
Bath,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
James  Chamberlain,  $25; 
Berlin,  Young  Ladies'  Miss. 
Circle,  $5;  Dover,  Aux.,  $81 ; 
Durham,  Aux.,  $20.50;  Ex- 
eter, from  Amherst,  Mass., 
in  memoriam  M.  E.  C,  const. 
L.  M.  MissS.  Jennie  Perkins, 
$25;  Nashua,  Aux.,  §141.32: 
"Pennv  Gatherers,"  First 
Ch.,  $10;  Orford,  Aux.,  §14; 
Piermont,  young  people, 
from  entertainment,  $25; 
Plymouth,  Aux.,  $25.65.  Ex- 
penses, §38;  bal.,  $359  47 

Fisherville.  —  Mrs.  M.  A.  W. 
Fiske,  5  00 

Franeestown. — Mrs.  E.  J.  Don- 
nell,  1  00 

West  Lebanon. — Aux.,  8  00 


Total, 

LEGACY. 


$373  47 


Legacy  of  Miss  Sophia  N.  Bai- 
ley, Hopkinton,  $400  00 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andover. — Aux. , 

Berkshire  Branch. — Mrs.  P.  N. 
Russell,  Treas.  Pittsfteld, 
First  Church,  $53.18;  "Little 


$2  00 


Mission  Helpers,"  $55;  Mr. 
Spear's  Bible  Class,  $5.75; 
Blackington,  Aux.,  §17;  Cur- 
tisville,  Aux.,  $3;  L~e,  First 
Ch.  Aux.,  $1, 
Boston.— Mrs.  Freeman  Allen, 
§200;  A  friend,  $100;  A 
friend, $10;  MissL.  S.Mitch- 
ell, §1;  A  friend,  for  Ja- 
pan, §3;  Miss  Wheeler,  $10; 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Baldwin,  §5;  Mrs. 
L.  C.  Wetherbee,  $2;  Mrs. 
Martha  Conery,  $1 ;  Mrs.  S.  K. 
Shatter,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Bertha  S.  Shatter,  $25;  Trin- 
ity Ch.,  E.  F.  C,  $20;  Central 
Ch.,  Miss  Denison's  CI.,  $1.- 
90;  at  annual  meeting,  a. 
thank-oft.  from  an  old  lady, 
$1;  a  friend,  $1;  a  friend, 
const.  L  M.  Baby  Ethel's 
mother,  §25;  Mrs.  John  Love- 
land,  Springfield,  §25  const. 
L.  M.  Baby  Ethel,  and  $25  for 
Ceylon;  Alice  Stearns,  Mt. 
Auburn,  §1;  a  birthday  gift, 
Providence,  R  I.,  $1;  Carrie 
Cross,  Needham,  $1.33;  by 
Mrs.  De  Riemer,  native  sew- 
ing circle,  Udupitly,  Ceylon, 
$5;  Japan,  §5;  Mrs.  Snow,  of 
Micronesia,  for  Ceylon,  §5;  a 
friend,  $5;  a  friend,  $2.25, 
Brookline.— Miss  E.  S.  Pierce, 
Cambridge.— Shepard  Ch., 
Chariton.— Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Wind- 
sor, 

Chelsea. — Mrs.  R.  H.  Allen,  $1 ; 
Miss  Gracie  Allen's  mite-box, 
$5;  First  Ch.  Aux.,  $29.24, 

Easthampton. — Mrs.  Harriet 
Parsons, 

Essex  So.  Conf.  Branch. — Miss 
H.K.Osgood, Treas.  Peabody, 
S.  S.,$60  ;  Swampscott,  Aux*., 
const.  L.  M.  Mis.  A.  B.  East- 
man, Newport,  Kv.,  $25; 
Topsfield,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Sarah  S. 
Edwards,  $65;  Beverly,  "Cen- 
terville  Mission  Circle,"  $16; 
Middleton,  Aux.,  $21 ;  "Frag- 
ment Gatherers,"  $5;  Salem, 
So.  Ch.  Aux.,  $392.70;  Taber- 
nacle Ch.  Aux.,  a  friend, 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Emma  N. 
Short,  §30, 

Franklin  Co.  Branch. — Miss  L. 
A.  Sparhawk,  Treas.  Green- 
field, Aux.,  §11.93;  Ashfield, 
"We  Girls,"  §10, 

Groton. — Mrs.  I).  Adams, 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas. 
Williamsburg,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  by  Mrs.  Lyman  D.  James, 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  §40:  East 
Amherst,  Aux.,  $25.05;  East- 
hampton, Miss  L.  S.  Smith, 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Helen  C. 
Smith,  $25;  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 


134  93 


476  48 
1  00 
13  00 

1  00 


35  24 
2  95 


614  70 


21  93 
5  00 
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by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Sawyer,  const. 
L.  ML  Miss  Elizabeth  B. 
Hinckley,  $150;  "Little  Emily 
Mission  Circle,"  §5,  245  C5 

Hanover.— Aux.,  14  00 

Haverhill.—"  Pentucket  Miss. 

Band*"  75  oo 

Kingston. — Aux.,  5  50 

Lijnn.—  Mr.  J.  F.  Patten's  S.  S. 

CI.,  50  00 

Marsltfleld. —  Emma,  George 

and  Nellie,  GO 
Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs.  E.  H. 
Warren,  Treas.  Marlboro, 
Aux.,  S10;  Wellesley,  "  Penny 
Gatherers,"  $1.50;  "Holliston, 
Aux.,  $13;  Framingham, 
Aux.,  $22.25,  46  75 

Newton. — Eliot  Ch.  Aux.,  135  14 

Neivton  Centre. — Aux.,  for 
Spain,  550;  "Little  People's 
Mission  Circle,"  for  Spain, 
$100,  150  00 

Provincetown. — Aux.,  13  00 

So   Jtthboro.—  "\Vi<\c  Awake 

Helpers,''  pupil  Ceylon,  30  00 

.South    Plymouth.  —  Manomet, 

Aux.,  10  00 

Walpole. — Aux.,  const.  L.  M's 
Mrs.  Bradford  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Chloe  Metcalf,  50  00 

Waltham.— Aux.,  25  08 

Waquoit. — Aux.,  5  00 

West  Barnstable.— Aux.,  6  00 

Woburn  Conf.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
N.  Wa  C.  Holt,  Treas.  No. 
Woburn,  Aux.,  $6;  Winches- 
ter, "Seek  and  Save  Soc'y," 
$180;  Melrose,  Aux.,  $76,  262  00 
Worcester  Co.  Branch. — Mrs.  G. 
W.  Russell,  Treas.  Fitch- 
burg,  C.  C.  Ch.,  $30,  Barre, 
Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Hard- 
ing Woods,  $25;  Shrewsbury, 
Aux.,  $25.75;  Grafton,  Aux., 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M's 
Mrs.  John  Sweetser,  Mrs.  J. 
W.  MacKenzie,  $36.26;  Bald- 
winville,  Aux.,  $7;  Spencer, 
"three  little  girls,"  SI,  125  01 

Yarmouth.— "Little  Sea-Birds,"   7  00 

Total,        $2,503  96 


Fern.  Dep.  Armenia  College 

Boston.— Miss  Lethbridge, 
Worcester  Co.  Branch. — Graf- 
ton, Miss  Carrie  Hill, 


$1  00 
4  00 


CONNECTICUT. 

Black  Rock.— Cong.  Ch., 

Bolton.— X  friend, 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.  Han- 
over, Mrs.  D.  A.  Allen,  $5; 
No.  Stonington,  Aux.,  $10.45; 


$8  35 
5* 


Griswold,  "Pachaug  Acorns," 
$18;  Norwich,  Broadway  Ch., 
"Mission  Circle,  '  $70;  New 
London,  First  Church  of 
Christ,  $71.30, 

Hartford  Branch. — Mrs.  Chas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.  Hartford. 
Asylum  Ave.  Ch.  Aux.,  $109- 
63;  Centre  Ch.  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  by  Mrs.  Hunt,  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Lulu  Hunt,  $32;  En- 
field, Aux.,  $94;  Poquonock, 
Aux.,  $64.46, 

No.  Stonington. — A  friend, 

Total, 


174  75 


300  09 
75 

$484  44 


NEW  YORK. 

New  York  State  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
G.  H.  Norton,  Treas.,  Sher- 
burne, Aux.,  $50  00 

Brockport.  —  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Holmes,  pupil  Harpoot,  40  00 

Flushing,  L.  I. — "Faith  Mission 
Circle,"  15  00 

New  York  City.— "Olivet  Miss. 
Circle, 


Total, 


20  00 
$125  00 


OHIO. 

Pomeroy.— Welsh  Cong.  Ch.,     $15  00 
Total,        $15  Oft 


IOWA. 

Tabor.— Cong.  S.  S., 

Total, 

KANSAS. 

Lawrence. — Cong.  Ch., 
Total, 

CANADA. 

Canadian  Woman's  Board, 
Total, 

General  Funds, 

Fein.  Dep.  Armenia  College, 

Life  and  Light, 

Weekly  Pledge, 

Leaflets 

Legacy, 

Interest  on  Baldwin  Fund, 


$25  00 
$25  00 

$1  00 
$1  00 


$292  00 


$292  00 

$3,880  87 
5  00 
1,278  74 
5  09 
1  41 
400  00 
450  00 


Total,        S6.021  11 
Miss  Emma  Caeruth,  Ass't  Treas. 


TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  HOLLISTER. 

Miss  Hollister  writes  from  Aintab,  Turkey,  under  date  of  August,  1878. 

I  must  tell  you  that  I  am  just  recovering  from  another  attack  of 
fever,  and  am  not  quite  strong  yet,  or  else  you  should  have  heard 
from  me  sooner.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  after  the  cerebral  fever 
of  a  year  ago,  from  the  time  school  commenced,  in  October,  I 
scarcely  missed  a  lesson  until  examination  this  year,  when  my 
old  enemy  again  appeared ;  so  that  when  crowds  were  coming,  both 
to  school  examinations  and  college  commencement,  I  was  tossing 
with  fever.  As  teacher,  of  course  I  regretted  absence  from  the 
former;  and  as  head  and  chief  of  the  "  Committee  on  Decorations" 
for  the  college,  I  could  but  bemoan  the  untimely  end  of  some  fine 
plans  that  had  occupied  many  an  hour  otherwise  devoted  to  recrea- 
tion. There  was  the  hall  half  trimmed  and  left;  but,  however  I 
tossed  and  moaned,  the  fever  said,  "You'll  not  go  to  the  college  for 
one  month  or  more."  So  there  ended  my  work  for  this  school 
year. 

In  every  letter  that  I  write  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  interesting  you 
in  my  particular  department  of  the  work,  which  is,  from  its 
nature,  monotonous ;  but  I  want  you  to  love  it  something  as  I  do 
myself.  If  I  could  only  put  it  before  your  eyes!  Materially,  it 
consists  mostly  of  paper  and  ink;  but  I  hope  that  the  words 
written  in  weakness  and  trembling  may  reach  some  hearts  and 
consciences,  and  thus  influence  lives.  Last  winter  I  sent  to  Con- 
stantinople the  manuscript  copy  of  a  translation  of  Arthur's 
"  Tongue  of  Fire,"  or  "  Work  of  the  Spirit,"  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  it  come  back  neatly  printed  in  pamphlet  form.  Of  course 
it  is  only  one  little  drop,  compared  with  the  vast  work  needed  in 
that  direction;  but  will  you  not  pray  that  it  maybe  of  some  use  in 
the  work  of  evangelizing  Turkey  ? 

You  ask  about  my  Bible-lessons.  They  were  simply  prepared 
for  use  in  our  own  school;  and  now,  as  the  New  Testament  is  com- 
plete, they  will  be  printed,  if  the  committee  approve  of  them,  and  if 
they  ever  reach  Constantinople ;  for,  although  I  sent  them  three 
months  ago,  they  have  not  been  heard  from  yet.  My  assistant  had 
just  commenced  on  the  history;  but  he,  too,  is  now  lying  ill  with 
a  fever. 
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You  ask  for  an  account  of  one  day's  experience  in  the  school — as 
a  specimen,  I  take  it,  of  the  rest. 

The  girls  rise  early,  and,  after  private  devotions,  each  one  at- 
tends  to  the  work  appointed  her,  some  preparing  the  meal,  others 
sweeping,  etc.  After  breakfast,  three-quarters  of  an  hour  more  is 
given  to  domestic  work.  At  a  quarter  before  nine,  the  scholars 
from  the  city  having,  in  the  meantime,  come  in,  the  bell  rings  for 
devotions  and  school,  when  the  upper  and  middle  school-girls  are 
expected  to  be  found  in  their  respective  rooms.  After  devotions, 
lessons  are  attended  to  in  the  usual  order,  with  the  exception  that 
a  daily  Bible-lesson  is  given,  and  Armenian  and  Turkish  are  taught, 
where,  in  America,  Latin  and  French  would  be.  My  own  special 
department  this  last  year  kept  me  most  of  the  day  in  my  room,  at 
work  on  manuscript  copies  of  our  Bible-lesson.  The  numberless 
interruptions  to  literary  work  would  form  an  amusing  chapter  in 
some  humorist's  book. 

I  hurry  in  from  the  school-room  to  find  work  waiting  for  me,  and 
two  or  three  helpers  unable  to  do  anything  until  I  prepare  the 
work  for  them ;  when,  perhaps,  in  comes  a  pastor  or  teacher,  all 
.  unconscious  of  the  precious  time  passing,  anxious  to  talk  over 
some  matter  or  other  —  perhaps  merely  wishes  to  know  what  news 
from  the  war  or  conference ;  and  so  an  hour  goes.  By  the  time  we 
have  fairly  commenced  again,  some  poor  soldier's  wife  presses  past 
the  door-keeper,  and  wishes  to  know  if  I  am  not  the  "Khanum,"' 
who  gives  out  money  to  soldiers'  families;  if  I  have  not  heard  from 
the  captives,  etc.  How  she  imagines  we  have  tidings  from  Moslem 
captives,  I  do  not  know,  unless  it  is  because  we  have  the  newspa- 
pers. By  the  time  I  have  answered  in  the  negative,  and  directed 
her  to  some  one  who  has  money  from  England  for  the  suffering, 
some  good  sister  comes  in  bringing  from  ten  to  fifteen  relatives,  — 
babies,  children  and  all, —  who  only  want  to  see  the  house,  from  roof 
to  garden;  which  doesn't  necessitate  more  than  a  half  hour's  run- 
ning up  and  down  stairs,  unlocking  doors  and  explaining  this  or  that ; 
and  it  may  be,  withal,  the  dozenth  time  some  one  has  wanted  to 
see  the  house  that  very  day.  After  these  have  gone,  I  may  have  a 
half  hour's  hunt  for  the  key  to  a  table  or  drawer,  which  a  child  has 
carried  off.  Then,  perhaps,  a  Mussulman's  harem  comes  in.  Xow. 
a  Mussulman's  harem  consists  of  three  or  four  wives,  several  beau- 
tiful daughters,  a  number  of  children  and  a  half  dozen  black  slaves. 
When  they  leave,  sometimes  a  gold  pen,  or  the  like,  is  found  to  be 
gone  too.  Now  I  never  suppose  that  these  people  steal,  but  chil- 
dren are  famous  for  carrying  things  off.  If  they  would  only  let 
my  roses  and  geraniums  grow  without  molesting  them,  I  could  en- 
dure the  rest.    They  have  a  fancy  that  a  stolen  geranium  grows 
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better  than  any  other ;  perhaps  because  it  is  stolen  from  a  "  Gower/' 
Wednesday  afternoon  I  have  usually  spent  in  visiting.  There  are 
places  in  which  I  have  felt  an  especial  interest;  but  for  the  last 
year  two  fevers,  and  a  press  of  work  when  well,  have  kept  me 
mostly  in  the  house. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  incidents  of  interest  in  regard  to 
our  gii'ls.  Nearly  all  who  left  us  this  year  have  some  hope  in 
Christ;  but  there  seems  to  be  lacking  here,  not  only  among  the 
young,  but  among  all  classes,  any  profound  sense  of  sin,  and  deep, 
heart-felt  need  of  a  Saviour.  Although  our  people  are  generally 
moral,  real  earnestness  and  sincerity  of  purpose,  regard  for  right 
instead  of  mere  convenience,  is  a  rare  jewel  among  Eastern 
Christians.  *  *  *  We  are  studying  the  same  Sunday  School  lessons, 
I  presume,  that  you  are;  i.  e.,  the  International  series.  I  had 
twelve  teachers,  to  whom  I  gave  lessons  every  Sabbath,  besides 
acting  as  a  sort  of  superintendent  of  the  classes  of  women  and 
girls.  I  have  followed  up  the  lessons  since  my  fever,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  go  to  the  city  to  give  them.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  I 
enjoy  them. 

This  morning,  an  Arab  from  the  Lebanon  Mountains  came  with 
two  boys  for  the  orphan  school.  He  seemed  surprised  that,  so  far 
inland  in  Turkey,  so  much  was  being  done  for  Christian  education. 
We  conversed  through  an  interpreter,  as  I  do  not  know  Arabic. 
When  he  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would  take  an  interest  in  the 
boys,  I  was  happy  to  tell  him  that,  although  the  school  was 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  native  brethren,  we  loved  it  as  our 
own.  After  inquiries  for  our  missionary  brothers  and  sisters  we 
exchanged  the  Arabic  salaams,  and  he  turned  back  toward  his 
mountain  home,  on  distant  Lebanon. 

Not  long  ago  a  dear  young  woman,  in  former  years  a  pupil  of 
Miss  Proctor's  and  mine,  went  to  her  long  rest.  The  beautiful 
example  of  her  patient,  Christ-like  life  was  a  wonderful  power  in 
the  family  into  which  she  had  married,  and  in  which  she  lived. 
Her  death  so  wrought  upon  the  heart  and  conscience  of  a  younger 
brother  that  he,  too,  became  a  Christian.  Another  brother,  only 
fifteen,  is  a  most  earnest,  true-hearted  follower  of  the  Saviour. 
One  of  the  ways  in  which  he  serves  the  Master  is  to  go  into  the 
streets  on  Sunday,  and  gather  the  boys  of  his  own  age  into  some 
room,  where  he  holds  a  prayer-meeting  with  them.  These  two 
boys  are  the  only  sons  of  the  widow  of  one  of  our  pastors,  who 
buried  her  husband  in  a  village,  four  or  five  miles  distant,  with 
neither  physician  nor  near  friend  by  to  aid  or  comfort.  Now,  by 
great  effort,  she  is  keeping  her  boys  in  college ;  and  says  her  only 
wish  is,  to  see  them  through  the  college  and  seminary,  and  go  with 
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them  back  to  the  villages  where  her  husband  preached,  there  to 
hear  her  sons  tell  again  the  "old,  old  story." 

I  forgot  to  mention  the  stirring  news  of  these  last  months.  We 
scarcely  know  what  to  think  of  it  yet.  When  the  English  come 
and  reform  the  country,  there  will  be  something  to  write  about 
surely  1 

 «-»•»  

DAKOTA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  COLLINS. 

I  TiriXK  no  other  country  has  as  beautiful  sunrises  and  glorious 
sunsets  as  our  own  Dakota.  The  hills  in  the  east  are  now  lighted 
by  the  newly-risen  sun ;  and  with  the  snow  and  shadows  lying  upon 
them,  they  seem  like  some  beautifid  beings,  clothed  in  white  and 
amber.  On  these  clear,  cold  mornings  we  are  often  treated  also  to 
a  view  of  the  houses  of  our  native  people,  and  the  hills  and  trees, 
miles  away.  The  river-bed,  too,  which  is  invisible  at  other  times, 
is  lifted  by  the  mirage  far  above  us,  and  appears  like  a  beautiful 
crystal  setting  to  some  grand  old  jewel.  Do  you  wonder  that  the 
Indians  love  the  country  so  calculated  to  fill  their  nature-loving 
souls  with  admiration  ?  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  trial  to  me, 
after  three  years'  stay  here,  and  after  passing  through  so  much 
of  shadow  and  storm,  to  leave  our  beautiful  little  home,  and  go  to 
some  less-favored  region. 

I  wish  you  could  look  in  upon  us  for  awhile,  and  see  the  work- 
ings of  our  mission ;  see  the  joy,  the  gladness,  as  well  as  the  sorrow. 
The  Lord  is  blessing  us  wonderfully ;  blessing  us  in  many  ways. 
Our  school  is  very  large,  and  all  are  anxious  to  learn.  Two  women 
walk  three  miles  to  school,  and  then  walk  home.  Just  think  of  a 
six-mile  walk  on  such  days  as  these !  One  little  girl  and  her  mother 
walk  two  miles.  To-day  the  mother  said,  "If  it  is  very  cold  to- 
morrow I  cannot  come.  Will  you  lend  me  a  book  ?  We  will  teach 
ourselves,  at  home."  My  Bible-class  this  morning  numbered 
eleven;  among  them  three  new  girls. 

Only  compare  this  people  now  with  what  they  were  three  years 
ago,  and  you  will  say,  "  the  Lord  is  able  to  do  all  things."  Xot  one 
of  our  boys  wears  the  scalplock  and  native  blanket  now.  One 
young  man  who  had  been  fighting,  and  had  his  ear-ring  torn  from 
his  ear,  thus  disfiguring  it  badly,  desired  to  put  on  the  white  man's 
dress ;  but  that  ear  was  in  the  way  of  his  having  his  hair  cut.  So 
strong  was  his  desire  to  become  like  a  white  man,  that  he  went  to 
the  doctor  and  had  it  sewed  up.  Of  course  it  was  necessary  to 
have  it  cut  again,  to  make  it  heal  properly ;  but  he  endured  it,  and 
to-day  called  on  us  in  his  white  man's  dress.  He  was  one  of  Miss 
Whipple's  scholars. 


LETTER  FROM  MISS  COLLINS. 


101 


All  were  so  glad  to  see  me  back  again !  Miss  Irvine,  to  whom  the 
natives  have  given  the  name  of  "  Pretty  flower-woman,"  assists 
me  in  the  morning  school  now.  I  think  she  will  soon  be  able  to 
take  it  alone,  and  I  shall  then  have  a  daily  school  for  women.  One 
woman  said  she  desired  to  be  made  more  skillful,  so  that  she  might 
read  the  Bible  when  her  heart  was  sad.  "I  hold  the  sacred  Book 
very  precious,"  she  added.  A  number  of  women  are  anxious  to 
learn  to  write,  and  are  trying  hard  to  do  so.  I  am  anxious  to  see 
this  people  put  on  Christ.  They  will  do  it,  for  the  Lord  is  at  hand. 
Nothing  save  the  Holy  Spirit  could  work  such  changes  as  we  see 
here. 

Last  week  I  went  with  the  ladies  to  one  of  our  villages,  to  see  a 
sick  woman.  Before  arriving  there  we  heard  the  sad  sound  of 
wailing.  We  found  about  forty  women  sitting  around  a  camp-fire, 
rocking  to  and  fro,  moaning  and  calling,  "Mitakoja!  Mitakoja!" 
Two  or  three  were  standing  out  on  little  hillocks  looking  toward  the 
west,  reaching  out  empty  arms,  and  calling  out,  "Oh,  my  grandson ! " 
"Oh,  my  brother! "  The  friends  of  one  of  our  young  men  who  was 
drowned  last  week  had  brought  together  all  his  belongings,  and 
were  giving  them  away  to  the  mourners.  May  we  not  say  it 
resembled  the  wailing  for  the  dead  of  the  hired  mourners  of  Bible 
times'?  But  these  were  not  all  heartless  lamentations.  The 
boy's  mother  died  when  he  was  an  infant  "with  two  teeth,"  as  the 
Indians  say.  So  the  female  relatives  took  him  into  their  hearts, 
and  truly  mourned  for  him.  I  took  them,  one  by  one,  by  the  hand, 
and  tried  to  point  them  to  that  home  where  there  is  no  more 
death.  They  listened,  for  they  knew  I  could  sympathize  with 
them;  for  had  they  not  wept  with  me  in  my  great  sorrow?  Had 
they  not  taken  darling  little  Theodore,  the  "song  in  the  house,"  by 
the  hand,  and  said,  "Poor  boy!  poor  boy!  No  mother  —  always  no 
mother?"  Pray  that  these  people  may  learn  that  life  and  immor- 
tality are  brought  to  light  in  the  Gospel. 

The  man  who  was  drowned  was  coming  across  the  river  at  night 
in  a  skiff  with  four  other  men.  The  river  was  full  of  ice,  and  the 
boat,  which  was  heavily  loaded,  upset,  and  all  fell  into  the  water.  A 
young  man  named  "One  Eye"  went  to  their  rescue  in  a  canoe, 
risking  his  own  life.  He  saved  two  of  the  men ;  two  others  swam 
ashore,  more  dead  than  alive;  but  one  went  down.  The  native 
minister,  Mr.  Renville,  preached  a  fine  sermon  on  the  subject  Sab- 
bath-day. He  spoke  of  the  admiration  they  all  felt  for  the  bravery 
of  One  Eye,  and  said  that  they  should  always  think  of  him  as  a 
saviour ;  and  then  called  their  thoughts  to  Jesus,  who  came  from 
heaven,  and  died  to  save  us  all,  making  the  application  in  a  very 
impressive  manner.  Oh  pray,  pray,  pray!  Christian  prayer  can 
conquer  the  Indians. 


102 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


.    WOMEN  IN  CHINA. 

The  following  article  is  abridged  from  a  leaflet  written  by  Miss  Adele  M. 
Field,  of  Swatow,  China,  and  published  by  the  Woman's  Baptist  Missionary 
Society. 

"  Life  is  a  stern  and  hard  thing  in  China,  for  both  men  and 
women;  but,  as  in  all  places  where  Christ  is  not,  the  burdens 
heaviest  to  bear  are  put  upon  the  weakest.  The  Chinese  woman 
does  not  walk  in  the  street  with  her  husband ;  she  does  not  eat 
with  him,  but  takes  what  is  left  after  the  men  of  the  family  have 
finished  their  meal;  she  has  no  legal  right  to  anything  whatever, 
apart  from  her  male  relatives.  Girls  and  young  women,  though 
not  kept  in  such  seclusion  as  in  India,  do  not  go  out  alone,  nor 
appear  before  male  visitors.  The  customs  concerning  young  ladies 
are  French  rather  than  American.  The  Chinese  have  done  the 
best  they  could  under  their  circumstances,  and  give  woman  all  the 
social  freedom  that  is  discreet  for  her  in  a  land  where  the  cleans- 
ing and  controlling  power  of  Christian  principle  is  unknown. 

"Of  the  men  here  not  more  than  one  in  a  hundred  can  read; 
and  of  women,  I  have  seen  none  outside  the  Christian  mission 
schools  who  could  read,  except  those  despised  little  girls  taught  to 
read  as  actors  in  theaters. 

"  In  one  thing  woman  here  is  exceptionally  blessed.  She  has 
inherited  from  former  generations  a  style  of  dress  at  once  modest, 
economical,  healthful  and  becoming.  It  takes  but  eight  yards  of 
yard-wide  cloth  for  a  complete  set  of  winter  garments;  and  there 
is  no  waste  in  cutting,  and  no  false  nor  unnecessary  appendages. 
Its  truest  economy,  however,  is  in  the  saving  of  mental  worry, 
which  comes  from  always  cutting  by  the  same  pattern,  and  the 
obviation  of  all  need  of  fitting.  It  allows  unrestricted  play  to  every 
muscle;  is  of  the  same  thickness  over  the  whole  body;  is  not  in 
the  way  when  at  work,  and  has  little  weight ;  while  it  has  all  need- 
ful warmth.  Many  women  look  handsome  in  it,  who  are  ugly  in 
"Western  attire.  This  desirable  dress  may  make  us  less  sorry  that 
half  the  women  in  the  world  are  Chinese.  Careful  consideration 
of  the  effects  of  modes  of  dress  in  both  countries  has  made  me  sure 
that  the  custom  of  binding  the  feet  hampers  the  body  and  soul  of 
Chinese  women  less  than  the  changing  and  following  of  fashions 
does  that  of  American  women.  This  healthful  dress  may  be  a 
reason  why,  with  floorless  and  windowless  houses,  poor  food  and 
unwholesome  surroundings,  Chinese  women  live  to  a  very  old  age. 
The  custom  of  binding  the  feet  is  not  so  universal  in  China  as  is 
generally  supposed.  In  some  villages  almost  every  woman  has  her 
feet  compressed ;  in  other  places,  and  often  through  wide  regions, 
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especially  in  the  agricultural  districts,  all  the  women  have  naturally 
formed  feet. 

"The  greatest  physical  danger  that  ever  besets  a  Chinese 
woman  is  likely  to  occur  at  her  birth.  If  the  mother  has  not  yet 
borne  sons,  she  often  destroys  all  her  female  offspring,  that  she 
may  hope  the  sooner  to  have  a  boy.  If  she  has  sons,  she  will  allow 
two,  or  perhaps  three,  girls  to  live.  The  Chinese  do  not  kill  female 
children  except  at  birth.  If  they  are  then  allowed  to  live,  and  it 
afterward  becomes  impossible  to  keep  them,  they  are  sold  or  given 
away.  Sometimes  they  are  bought  by  those  who  have  no  daugh- 
ters, or  to  be  brought  up  as  wives  for  sons,  or  as  domestic  servants ; 
and  often  they  are  bought  and  reared  for  the  worst  of  purposes. 
To  save  the  expense  of  betrothal,  a  mother  sometimes  buys,  or  ac- 
cepts from  a  friend,  an  infant  girl,  whom  she  rears  as  a  wife  for  her 
son.  Having  decided  to  keep  a  daughter,  the  mother  cares  for  her 
as  well  as  she  can.  She  feeds  her  with  such  food  as  she  herself  has, 
and,  as  soon  as  her  age  permits,  teaches  her  to  spin,  weave,  sew 
and  cook  rice,  and  lays  on  her  small  shoulde-  s  rather  heavy  bur- 
dens in  the  care  of  other  children. 

Children  are  sometimes  betrothed  in  inf  ncy;  but  as  betrothal 
is  as  binding  as  marriage,  the  Chinese  have  learned  wisdom,  and 
usually  defer  it  until  a  year  or  two  before  marriage,  which  is  when 
the  girl  is  about  fifteen.  The  betrothal  is  often  made  without 
either  of  the  parties  most  concerned  being  aware  of  what  is  being 
done  for  them;  and  the  bride  is  brought  to  her  husband's  home 
without  ever  having  seen  him  or  any  member  of  his  family.  Her 
happiness  depends  more  on  the  character  of  her  mother-in-law 
than  on  that  of  her  husband;  for  by  her  husband's  mother  and 
grandmother  she  is  wholly  ruled.  She  is  domestic  servant  for  the 
whole  household,  and  especial  waiting-maid  to  her  mother-in-law. 

"  As  long  as  a  woman  is  childless,  she  serves;  as  soon  as  she  be- 
comes a  mother,  she  begins  to  rule ;  and  her  dominion  increases 
perpetually  with  the  number  of  her  descendants  and  the  diminu- 
tion of  her  elders.  Married  at  fifteen,  she  is  often  a  great  grand- 
mother at  sixty,  and  the  head  of  a  household  of  some  dozens  of 
persons. 

"  The  Chinese  social,  civil  and  religious  customs  and  opinions 
are  so  linked  together  that,  when  one  is  changed,  all  must  change 
together.  Nothing  less  than  divine  help  can  do  these  people 
effectual  good.  There  is  no  practical  bar  to  their  conversion.  The 
country  is  open  and  at  peace.  The  climate  is  healthful,  and  cool 
enough  to  permit  of  much  more  vigorous  work  than  in  mission- 
fields  farther  south ;  to  learn  the  language  is  feasible ;  to  be  the 
means  of  saving  thousands  of  souls  in  one  human  life-time  is  pos- 
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sible.  Here  is  the  most  vast  and  grand  of  foreign  mission-fields 
for  women,  as  well  as  men.  The  population  is  so  dense  that  multi- 
tudes come  within  the  reach  of  one  missionary;  yet  the  number 
of  missionaries  is  so  small  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  field, 
that  comparatively  few  of  the  great  mass  of  Chinese  have  ever  had 
an  opportunity  to  hear  the  Gospel.  Christ  has  ordained  that  the 
water  of  life  shall  be  dispensed  by  human  hands.  Is  it  not  worth 
while,  for  His  sake,  to  deny  ourselves  somewhat,  that  these  our 
sisters,  dying  of  thirst,  may  taste  some  drops  from  the  cup  of  sal- 
vation, which,  whether  we  ourselves  drink  it  or  not,  is  overflowing 
in  our  hands  ?  Two  hundred  million  of  Chinese  women  ask  for 
this  draught  from  YOUB  hands.    Will  you  (jive  it  ?  " 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES  :   THEIR  IMPORTANCE 
AND  WORK. 

BY  MISS  ANSA  B.  SEWELL. 
Abridged  from  a  paper  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wisconsin 
Branch,  "Waukesha,  Sept.  29,  1878. 

In  complying  with  our  secretary's  request  for  a  practical  paper 
on  this  important  subject,  "  How  shall  we  stimulate  the  women  of 
our  churches  to  greater  interest  in  missionary  work?"  I  find  my- 
self seeking  to  answer  a  question  for  which  I,  with  many  others, 
have  almost  vainly  sought  a  solution.  I  am  glad  of  that  word 
stimulate ;  for,  surely,  no  one  can  have  received  the  assurance  of 
pardoned  sin.  through  a  crucified  Saviour,  without  some  interest 
in  the  cause  in  which  that  Saviour  was  the  example,  par  excel- 
lence; for  He  came  to  seek  and  save  the  lost. 

It  is  a  fact,  lamentable,  but  true,  that  many  of  the  women  of  our 
churches  are  deplorably  ignorant  of  missionary  operations,  and 
take  no  pains  to  inform  themselves.  There  can  be  no  growth  with- 
out nourishment  —  no  zeal  in  missionary  work  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  need,  and  sympathy  in  its  results. 

Therefore,  that  we  may  be  stimulated  to  a  livelier  interest,  there 
must  be  a  greater  diffusion  of  missionary  intelligence,  and  this 
through  its  natural  channel  — an  auxiliary  society  in  every  church; 
not  only  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  funds,  but  of  telling  also  the 
story  of  success  and  discouragement  of  those  who  are  doing  our 
work  among  the  heathen,  and  so  bringing  us  into  active  sympathy 
with  them. 
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I  know  some  of  our  churches  say,  "  We  are  so  feeble,  we  can  do 
nothing."  "  It  is  all  we  can  do  to  carry  our  home  expenses."  May 
we  not  find,  just  here,  a  reason  why  this  home  burden  is  so  heavy'? 
Christ  says  to  you,  "  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."  Are 
you  obeying  this  divine  mandate?  Perhaps  it  is  not  foreign  to  our 
subject  to  say  here,  that  too  often  we  place  our  dependence  for 
auxiliary  societies  upon  our  larger  churches ;  forgetting  that  earn- 
est hearts  are  often  found  in  hidden  places.  In  our  district  we 
have  found  them  most  ready  to  organize,  and  often  they  encour- 
age us  with  words  of  cheer.  I  have  in  mind  now  a  letter  received 
from  the  secretary  of  one  such  auxiliary,  formed  only  a  year  ago, 
in  a  scattered  community,  with  no  regular  preaching.  They  keep 
up  a  monthly  meeting ,  and  write:  "Our  meetings  are  attended 
by  only  four  —  the  three  officers  and  Christ;  and  so  long  as  He 
meets  with  us,  we  mean  to  'hold  the  fort.' "  Need  it  be  said  that 
the  contributions  from  this  society  have  more  than  doubled  since 
its  organization?  In  the  amount  contributed  it  now  stands  fourth 
in  a  district  containing  four  incorporated  cities;  and  probably  no 
feebler  church  exists  within  its  bounds,  only  it  is  rich  in  true 
riches — faith  and  good  works. 

There  is  a  latent  zeal  in  our  churches  which  a  warm-hearted 
letter  addressed  either  to  the  pastor's  wife,  or  some  lady  who  will 
not  drop  it  into  the  waste-basket,  is  usually  sufficient  to  excite. 
This  leads  to  a  correspondence;  missionary  letters  are  sent,  and 
some  special  field  is  brought  to  their  notice.  Soon  a  meeting  is 
called  to  talk  over  the  subject;  sometimes  a  district  secretary  is 
invited  to  help  them;  Life  and  Light  is  introduced,  and  a  new 
society  springs  into  existence.  Who  shall  say  what  the  end  may 
be?  Allow  here  one  word  of  caution:  the  lady  to  whom  the 
letter  referred  to  is  to  be  addressed  must  not  be  selected  because  of 
her  apparent  leisure.  The  busiest  always  have  most  time,  strange 
as  it  may  seem ;  it  is  so  true  that  it  might  be  classed  with  St.  Paul's 
paradoxes.  A  letter  received  some  time  since  is  in  point  here.  A 
special  report  had  been  sent  for  from  a  large  and  active  auxiliary. 
The  reply  came  in  these  words:  "As  I  have  only  nine  children  to 
care  for  this  week,  I  am  the  one  selected  to  prepare  the  report." 
Let  me  add,  the  report  was  a  most  interesting  one,  and  was  ready 
in  season  —  an  important  item. 

In  this  work  of  organization  we  find  the  co-operation  of  the 
pastor  is  very  desirable.  If  he  feels  that  our  work  is  important, 
and  will  mention  it  from  the  pidpit;  if,  when  the  announcement 
of  convention  is  made,  he  will  especially  remark  the  notice  of  a 
ladies'  meeting,  and  urge  that  a  delegate  be  appointed, —  he  will  be 
an  aid  to  us;  and  we  gladly  welcome  our  brothers  as  auxiliaries  in 
this  sense. 
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Having  thus  secured  the  formation  of  a  society,  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  pastor,  we  inquire,  What  are  the  best  means  of 
diffusing  missionary  intelligence,  so  necessary  to  its  success? 
First,  let  visits  be  secured  from  missionaries — live  missionaries, 
who  will  tell  the  simple  story  of  their  homes,  and  every-day  life,  so 
that,  as  they  return  again,  we  can  follow  them  into  their  homes  and 
schools,  join  with  them  at  their  out-stations,  rest  with  them  at  way- 
side inns,  and  so  learn  to  sympathize  with  them  in  each  strange 
experience. 

But  missionaries  are  not  often  to  be  secured  for  the  asking  ; 
their  visits  must  remain  like  those  of  angels ;  therefore  we  cherish 
the  more  our  invaluable  missionary  letters  right  from  the  field. 
And  let  me  say  here,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  several  churches 
pledge  themselves  to  a  certain  amount,  for  a  certain  object  or  per- 
son. A  personal  interest  seems  to  invest  the  object,  and  letters 
addressed  to  the  societies  often  prove  a  powerful  stimulant.  We 
have  letters  in  Life  and  Light,  and  they  are  invaluable;  but 
these,  to  ourselves,  are  invested  with  a  personal  charm  none  others 
possess.  Let,  then,  our  letters  be  circulated  widely.  And  why 
should  it  be  a  thing  impossible  to  have  an  interchange  of  visits 
among  the  members  of  our  auxiliary  societies'?  In  most  of  our 
societies  papers  are  prepared  on  different  missions ;  why  may  not 
these  be  carried  to  other  churches,  and  read  at  their  meetings  ? 
Would  it  not  bring  us  more  into  sympathy  with  one  another? 

Hitherto  we  have  spoken  only  of  the  form;  the  more  important 
work  has  not  been  mentioned.  Would  we  stimulate  others,  we 
must  have  Christ  in  us.  Years  agone  a  watcher  stood  weeping  by 
a  sepulcher.  But  a  risen  Lord  appeared,  to  dry  her  tears,  and  say, 
iiGo  tell  my  disciples."  There  was  no  lingering,  but  with  instant 
obedience  she  ran  to  do  her  Lord's  bidding.  Have  we  less  joyful 
news  to  carry?  The  Lord  has  risen;  nations  are  turning  to  Him: 
can  we  afford  to  hide  our  note  of  triumph? 

Oh,  my  friends !  what  we  most  need  is  a  missionary  conversion. 
It  is  said  that  no  one  can  be  a  true  missionary  without  this.  Can 
we  be  true  workers  without  it?  And  so  I  come  to  the  thought 
that  our  greatest  need,  in  order  to  stimulate  each  other  in  this  work, 
is  a  deeper,  fuller,  freer  consecration  —  a  love  to  Christ  permeating 
all  our  lives  —  a  love  which  will  lead  us  to  ask,  '"Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do"  with  myself,  my  children,  my  time,  my  tal- 
ents?—  a  love  that  will  place  us  in  full  and  earnest  accord  with 
Him  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  men,  and  left  for  all  of  us 
this  word:  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature." 
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LEAFLETS  OF  W.  B.  M.  I. 

The  following  pamphlets  and  leaflets  issued  by  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  can  be  obtained  by  applying  to 
Secretary  W.  B.  M.  I.,  75  Madison  Street,  Chicago,  111.:  — 

"Ten  Years'  Review,"  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  Humphrey,  price  6  cents; 
"Literature  of  Missions,"  by  Mrs.  L.  C.  Purington,  5  cents  a  copy 
—  50  cents  a  dozen;  "  Parish  of  Fair  Haven,"  by  Mrs.  Emily  Hunt- 
ington Miller,  5  cents  a  copy  —  50  cents  a  dozen;  "Tamil  Women," 
by  Mrs.  H.  K.  Palmer,  5  cents  a  copy — 50  cents  a  dozen. 

"The  Unapplied  Talent  of  the  Women  of  our  Churches,"  by  Miss 
Mary  Evans;  "How  to  Manage  a  Missionary  Society,"  by  Mrs.  S. 
J.  Rhea;  "  Thanksgiving  Ann."  Each  of  the  above  2  cents  a  copy, 
or  15  cents  a  dozen. 

"  The  Baby's  Money — what  shall  we  do  with  it?"  by  Mrs.  Carrie 
L.  Post;  "Shall  we  Combine  Home  and  Foreign  Work?"  "Wo- 
man's Boards  —  why  they  exist;"  "Constitution  for  Mission 
Bands."  12  cents  a  dozen;   single  copies  furnished  gratuitously. 

We  also  have  on  hand  "  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Missions  of 
the  American  Board,"  and  pamphlets  of  Missionary  Maps  pub- 
lished by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  The  Historical  Sketches  comprise 
eight  pamphlets,  as  follows:  Africa;  Turkey;  India  and  Ceylon; 
China;  Japan;  Sandwich  Islands,  Micronesia  and  Marquesas;  North 
American  Indians ;  Papal  Lands.  These  sketches,  also  the  Mis- 
sionary Maps,  are  sold  at  10  cents  a  copy,  or  the  set  of  eight 
sketches  for  25  cents. 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  December  15,  1878,  to  January  15,  1879. 
MISS  MARY  E.  GREENE,  Treasurer,  pro  tem. 


OHIO  BRANCH. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Monroe,  Akron,  Treas. 
Center   Road  Station,  Pa. — 

Aux.,  for  Miss  Maltbie,  $5  00 

Chagrin  Falls.— Aux.,  for  Miss 

Parsons,  12  50 

Cleveland  Heights.— Aux.,  for 

Miss  Maltbie,  31!  00 

Edinburg — Aux.,  15  00 

Klyria. — Aux.,  14  23 

Medina.— Aux.,  9  00 

Mt.  Vernon. — Aux.,  31  00 

North  Bloomfteld. — Aux.,  7  00 

Oberlin. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Ella 
J.  Newton,  and  to  const.  Mrs. 
O.  A.  Bostwick  and  Miss  Jen- 
nie Morgan  L.  M's,  50  00 
Springfield—  Aux.,  18  00 
Wellington. — Aux.,  for  pupil  at 
Samokov,  10  00 


Total, 


§207  73 


Indianapolis. 
Aux., 


INDIANA. 

-M  ay  flower 
Total, 


$5  00 
$5  00 


MICHIGAN  BRANCH. 


Mrs.  (r.  H.  Lathrop,  Jackson,  Treas. 
Charlotte.— Aux.,  $15  56 

Fredonia. — Aux.,  9  20 

Jackson.  — First  Ch.  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $3  is  for  Armenia  Col- 
lege, the  remainder  for  Miss 
Hollister,  $103;  Second  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  Kobe  Home,  $4.50,  107  50 
Lansing.—  Aux., of  wh.  $8  with 
prev.  contri.  const.  Mrs.  H. 
E.  Hoys  L.  M.,  17  90 

Marshall.— Aux.,  6  25 
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Owosso. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Spen- 
cer, 

Port  Huron.—  Aux.,  for  Miss 

Pinkerton, 
Potterville.  —  Sunday  School, 

for  mission  schools, 
South  Jioston. — Aux., 
Three  Oalcs. — Aux., 
Union  City. — Aux. 


Total, 


ILLINOIS. 


§18  24 

7  90 

2  90 
9  40 
9  00 
10  00 

§213  85 


Alton  —  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer 

Aux.,  §14  75 

Aurora.— First  Cong.  Ch.  Aux.,  22  00 
Batavia. — Aux.,  3  51 

Jiluc  /sto/.-Aux.,  5  00 

Chesterfield.  — Aux,,  12  00 

Chicago. — First  Ch.  Aux..  for 
Miss  Patrick,  $149.75;  Mrs. 
Orton's  S.  S.  Class,  for  (Co- 
liar,  $15;  New  Xing,  Ch.  Aux., 
for  Miss  Chapin,  $10.85;  47th 
St.  Ch.  Aux.,  $19.25,  200  83 

Evanston. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Por- 
ter, 3fi  80 
Farmington. — Aux.,  20  00 
Galesburg.  —  Piist   Cong.  Ch. 

Aux.,  14  35 
Geneseo. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Bliss,  50  18 
Granville. — Aux.,  8  15 
Huntley.—  Aux.,  12  00 
Li/o/isville.—Xux.,  for  Saino- 
kov School,  6  30 
Quincy. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Evans,  13  00 
Seivard.—Aax.,  10  00 
Sycamore. — Aux.,  10  00 

$438  87 


Total, 

■WISCONSIN. 

Belott.— First  Ch.  Aux., 

Cambridge. —  Miss  S.  Pollock, 
for  "home  expenses," 

Fox  Lake. — Aux., 

Janesville. — Aux., 

Madison. — Aux., 

Milwaukee.  —  Spring  St.  Ch. 
Mission  Band,  toward  salary 
of  asst.  teacher  at  Manisa, 
and  to  const.  Miss  Emma 
Knowlton  and  Miss  Marie 
Haisler  L.  M's,  $50;  Aux., 
for  Stomata,  of  Sainokov,  and 
with  prev.  contri.  to  const. 
Mrs.  Katie  A.  Morris  arid 
Miss  Fannie  C.  Fowler  L. 
M's.  $25, 

Sharon. — Aux., 

Waukesha.—  Aux., 


§38  00 

1  30 
11  00 
40  00 

9  25 


Total, 


75  00 
25  01) 
12  00 

$211  55 


IOWA. 

Atlantic— Aux.,  $13  00 

Itoiven's  Prairie. —  Aux.,  $7; 

Sunday  School,  $3,  10  00 

Chester.— Aux.,  for  .Miss  Hillis,  18  00 


Davenport. — "Wide  Awakes," 
$9;  •■Sunbeams,"  $10; 
"Cheerful  Givers,"  $4 — a 
New  Year's  offering,  §20  00 

Dubuque. — A  Christinas  gift 
from  Iowa  ladies,  for  "  Iowa 
Room"  at  Auburndale,  Mass., 
$25;  "a  Christinas  gift  to  our 
Lord,"  $1,  2C  00 

Iowa  City.— "A.  mother's  birth- 
day" gift,  and  memorial  of 
Alice,  whose  last  work  on 
earth  was  for  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,  as  Treas. 
of  the  Aux.  at  Champaign, 
111.,  1872,  25  00 

Marshal/town.— Aux.,  for  Bi- 
ble-reader in  Ceylon,  S2.50; 
Young  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.,for 
Sainokov  School,  $18.00,  20  50 

Montour. — Aux.,  for  school  at 
Alton  Kara  Hissar,  11  00* 

Muscatine. — Aux.,  for  Miss 
Day,  and  to  const.  Mrs.  Anna 
H.  'Whicher  and  Miss  Lida 
I!.  .Mason  L.  M's, 

New  Hampton. — Aux., 

Ogden.—  Aux.,  $20;  Busy  Bees, 
$ln. 

Wilton.—  "Little  Gleaners,"  for 

Miss  Day, 
Wittembe'rg. — Aux.,  of  ivli.  fr. 

aged  widow,  §1, 


Total, 


50  00 
3  00 

36  00 

20  00 

C  10 

§258  00 


MINNESOTA  BRANCH. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Strong,  Northfield,  Treas. 

Austin.—  Aux.,  $18  00 

Mankato. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Bar- 
rows, 8  00 

Minnea])olis. — Plym.  Ch.  Aux., 
$75;  First  Ch*  Aux.,  $20; 
both  for  Miss  Barrows,  95  00 

St.  Paul.— l'Win.  Ch.  Aux.,  for 
Miss  Barrows,  30  CO 


Total, 


§151  00 


COLORADO. 

Colorado   Springs.  —  Pike's 
Peak  Mission  Baud,  $16  00 

Total,  §16  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  envelopes  and  pam- 
phlets, $17  65 
Contributed  for  Papvrograph,  25 
Granby,  Ct,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lee,  for 


Miss  Porter, 


2  00 


Total, 


Total  for  the  month, 
Previously  acknowledged 
since  Nov.  1,  1878, 

Total, 


§1,522  50 
§1,579  71 
§3,102  12 


< 


Per 


ry«mtf 


«*4 


